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After  1 8  years  as  President,  Richard 
Alway  6T2  heads  toward  the  finish  line 
By  Gr.\h.ui  F.  Scott 

Going  Places 

Christianity  and  Culture  undergrads  take  home 
lessons  from  Intercordia  placements  in  Ghana, 
Honduras  and  Nicaragua 
By  Natalie  Zinko  0T8,  Fiona  Clarke  0T7 
&  AusoN  Lenoura  D'Souz.a  0T9 

Common  Ground 

Furlong  Lecture  and  Symposium  sheds  light  on  views 
of  Abraham  among  Jews,  Christians  and  Muslims 
B'l'  JULU  LuiW'ERS  0T6 

Glass  Ceilings 

An  SMC  alumnus  and  his  tamil)'"s  centur)'-old  firm  create 
monumental  new  works  for  the  Basilica  of  the  National  Shrine 
of  the  Immaculate  Conception  in  Washington  D.C. 
By  Lorraine  M.  Willia.ms  5T3 


27     Right  Words 


Celtic  Studies'  first  Artist-in-Residence 
meets  budding  SMC  authors 
By  Mn  Stupavsio'  0T8 
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THE  VIEW  FROM  ELMSLEY  PLACE 


Onward  and  upward 


R 


EADERS  OF  THIS  MAGA- 
zine  are  used  to  seeing  a 
..column  from  President 
Richard  Alway  on  tiiis  page.  I  am 
acting  as  "guest  columnist"  this 
time  around,  and  the  reason  is  that 
the  President  himself  is  the  subject 
of  one  of  our  feature  articles.  'Our 
alumni  and  friends  will  hear  enough 
about  me  in  this  issue,"  he  told  me, 
adding,  "Let's  give  them  a  break!" 

I  appreciate  Rick's  humility,  but 
I  think  the  article  will  actually 
make  readers  even  more  interested 
in  the  man  who  has  led  St.  Michael's  for  dmost  a  generation.  We've 
all  grown  accustomed  to  his  sure  and  steady  hand.  Now  as  we  pre- 
pare for  the  end  ot  his  term  as  President,  it's  good  to  hear  a  little  more 
about  his  career  and  character,  and  to  appreciate  just  how  much  has 
been  accomplished  at  the  College  during  the  Alway  era. 

But  this  issue  of  St.  Michael's  isn't  just  about  looking  back.  Steal- 
ing from  Rick's  own  metaphor,  it's  about  moving  forward,  as  if  the 
past,  present  and  future  of  the  College  is  like  one  great  marathon. 
Readers  will  see  how  one  alumnus,  Viggo  Rambusch,  is  now  at  the 
top  of  his  field  as  a  liturgical  artist,  having  recently  unveiled  the  stun- 
ning new  mosaics  in  the  domes  of  the  National  Shrine  of  the  Immac- 
ulate Conception  in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  the  profoundly  moving 
memorial  in  New  York  City  to  the  firefighters  who  died  in  the  World 
Trade  Center  on  September  1 1,  2001. 

You'll  also  read  how  our  current  students  are  "Going  Places  " — 
travelling  around  the  world  with  the  Intercordia  service-learning 


organization,  as  a  new  part  ol  our 
Christianity  and  Culture  program 
—  to  learn  about  the  developing 
world  first-hand.  I  think  our 
alumni  and  friends  will  recognize 
our  great  St.  Michael's  tradition  of 
concern  for  the  wider  world  in 
these  wonderful  and  promising 
young  people.  The  most  satisfying 
part  of  my  job  is  the  opportunity 
to  work  closely  with  our  students. 
Their  unflagging  enthusiasm  and 
optimism  inspires  me  everyday. 
Though  there  are  lots  of  other 
items  of  interest  in  this  issue,  in  closing  let  me  draw  your  attention 
also  to  the  feature  on  this  year's  Furlong  Lecture  and  Symposium, 
which  drew  Christians,  Jews  and  Muslims  to  St.  Michael's  to  dis- 
cuss their  common  heritage  in  the  figure  of  Abraham  and  the  sim- 
ilarities and  differences  in  our  views  of  the  biblical  patriarch.  Here 
we  see  the  "marathon"  of  the  College's  mission  at  its  best.  Reflect- 
ing on  thousands  of  years  of  history  and  religious  tradition,  schol- 
ars and  community  leaders  find  a  place  here  to  increase  our  mutual 
understanding  in  a  time  when  such  understanding  is  more  urgendy 
needed  than  ever. 

St.  Michael's  continues  to  grow  and  serve  increasing  numbers  from 
our  Catholic  community  only  because  of  your  great  generosity.  On 
behalf  of  the  many  students  who  benefit  from  your  faithful  support, 
I  thank  you.  SMM 
Brian  O'Malley 
Executive  Director  Alumni  Aff.airs  and  Development 
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Values  Added 

A  Case  for  Catholic  Schools 
By  Dennis  Murphy  5T6 


PUBLIC  SUPPORT  FOR  FAITH-BASED  EDUCATION  QUICKLY  BECAME 
the  hot-button  issue  in  Ontario's  last  provincial  election,  and 
the  debate  was  not  long  joined  before  some  voices  called  for  the 
abolition  of  funding  for  Catholic  schools.  This  is  not  surprising.  Such 
voices  have  been  around  since  Catholic  schools  first  arrived  in  Ontario. 

The  schools'  beginnings  are  to  be  found  in  a  Roman  Catholic  pop- 
ulation of  mid- 19th-century  Ontario,  largely 
Irish  in  origin,  poor,  often  unlettered,  consid- 
ered socially  inferior  and  with  little  political 
power.  What  our  Catholic  forbears  feared  most 
was  that  they  would  be  assimilated.  Their  cul- 
ture, their  belief  system,  what  the)'  held  to  be 
valuable  was  threatened  by  the  dominant 
majority  in  Upper  Canada.  Their  own  school 
system,  in  which  their  children  would  not  lose 
their  identity  to  the  generic  Christianity  of  the 
public  schools,  was  the  Catholic  solution.  Part 
of  the  political  deal  of  Confederation  in  1867  was  that  Catholic  schools 
would  be  constitutionally  protected  in  mainly  Protestant  Ontario  and 
Protestant  schools  would  be  protected  in  Catholic  Quebec. 

Today  in  Ontario,  Roman  Catholics  are  no  longer  a  tiny  minority. 
They  represent  approximately  a  third  of  the  population,  are  socially 
integrated  and  neither  economically  deprived  nor  without  political 
clout.  Catholics  remain,  nonetheless,  a  minorin,'  in  an  increasingly  sec- 
ularistic  society.  And  once  again,  they  don't  wish  their  children  to  be 
assimilated  holus-bolus. 

Few  deny  that  many  of  today's  social  and  cultural  institutions  have 
an  avowedly  secular  agenda.  Partially  this  is  due  to  new  demographics 
and  the  fact  that,  despite  public  policies  of  multiculturalism,  Canada 
has  yet  to  find  its  way  in  a  society  of  many  faiths,  many  cultures,  and 
a  wide  variety  of  opinions.  Not  surprisingly,  some  advocate  one  pub- 
lic homogenized  educational  system  as  at  least  a  partial  solution  to 
assuring  that  "the  centre  will  hold "  in  Canadian  society.  Others,  of  a 
more  fundamentalist  type  of  secularism,  seem  prompted  by  the  desire 
to  abolish  any  religious  influence  in  every  area  of  public  policy. 

If  the  Catholic  education  system  hopes  to  have  continued  support 
and  public  funding,  what  we  need  is  a  clear  account  not  simply  of 
what  this  system  does  for  the  Catholic  community,  but  how  it  con- 
tributes to  public  life.  We  must  show  that  Catholic  schools  bring 
added  value  to  the  social  fabric  of  the  province. 

In  a  society  that  struggles  with  moral  values,  few  would  question 
the  value  of  schools  that  speak  the  biblical  message  of  young  people 
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honouring  their  parents  and  of  parents  honouring  their  children;  of 
a  seamless  life  ethic  encouraging  them  to  see  the  relationship  between 
concern  for  the  dispossessed  and  the  elderly  and  for  people  and  whole 
countries  that  live  at  the  side  of  the  road;  of  opting  for  the  protection 
of  life  at  all  stages,  which  includes  everything  from  the  wrongness  of 
bullying  to  supporting  the  need  for  just  social  structures;  of  avoiding 
the  folly  of  war,  and  so  on.  Most  of  our  fellow 
citizens  surely  welcome  an  education  system 
that  holds  out  the  sacredness  of  promises  and 
the  meaning  of  fidelity,  particularly  in  mar- 
riage and  the  family  -  and  schools  in  which 
kids  learn  of  the  value  of  truth  and  of  accept- 
ing the  values  and  truths  other  than  their  own, 
especially  as  presented  in  World  Religion 
courses.  And  most  welcome  schools  that  offer 
a  view  of  life  and  of  the  human  journey  that 
suggests  transcendent  goals  and  goes  beyond 
theories  of  randomness  and  chaos  that  would  reduce  life  to  a  "cosmic 
lotter)'  without  a  paymaster." 

Catholic  educators  justly  bristle  when  they  hear  charges  that  our 
faith-based  schools  are  a  divisive  force  causing  social  fragmentation 
in  a  multicultural  society.  It  is  a  charge  that  is  supported  neither  by 
research  of  any  kind  nor  by  the  experience  of  other  Canadian 
provinces  where  faith-based  schools  receive  government  funding. 
Like  the  claim  that  Iraq  had  weapons  of  mass  destruction,  it  has 
been  repeated  so  often  that  many  otherwise  thoughtful  people  are 
ready  to  believe  it. 

WTiat  little  social  science  research  is  available  today  demonstrates, 
in  fact,  that  at  least  in  the  United  States,  Catholic  students  in  Catholic 
schools  are  more  tolerant  than  their  Catholic  friends  attending  public 
schools.  It  seems  to  me,  that  as  the  senior  partner  in  Catholic  educa- 
tion, Catholic  colleges  and  universities  face  a  challenge:  to  provide  the 
research  and  reflection  needed  on  the  raison  d'etre  and  the  contribu- 
tion to  public  life  made  by  Catholic  schools.  SMM 

Monsignor  Dennis  Murpliy  received  an  honorary  doctorate  from  USMC 
both  for  his  services  as  Secretary  General  of  the  Canadian  Conference  of 
Catholic  Bishops  and  for  founding  and  leading  of  the  Institute  for  Catholic 
Education.  He  also  holds  a  PhD  in  education  from  the  University  ofOttaiva. 
The  survey  mentioned  above  refers  to  a  hngitiidinal  study  on  Catholic 
schools  first  done  in  1966  and  then  in  1976  by  Andrew  Greeley  et  al. 
at  NORC  (National  Opinion  Research  Centre)  in  Chicago. 
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Another  great  win  for  St.  Mike's  intramural  rugby  team 


SMC  WINS  IVIULOCK  CUP  (AGAIN!) 

For  the  second  time  in  three 
years,  the  St.  Mike's  intra- 
mural rugby  team  has  won  the 
coveted  Mulock  Cup.  Cong- 
ratulations to  this  year's  squad 
on  an  undefeated  season  and 
another  championship  victory! 
The  finals  were  played  at 
Varsity  Stadium  on  Remem- 
brance Day  against  WINGS 
(Woodsworth,  Innis,  New  and 
Graduate  Students).   Despite 
having  literally  thousands  more 
students  to  recruit  fi'om,  the 
WINGS  squad  could  not  get  a 
single  point  against  the  SMC 
defense.  The  final  3-0  score 


came  off  a  lone  field  goal  by 
fiillback  Steve  Figuerido.  With 
just  four  minutes  left:,  WINGS 
had  a  chance  to  tie  the  game 
with  a  25-yard  field  goal  of 
their  own,  but  their  kick 
missed  wide-right. 
Dimne  Reiidle,  Dean  of  Students 

WHERE  STUDENTS  GET 
THEIR  HANDS  DIRTY 

Last  October,  Professor 
Yves  Roberge,  Acting 
Principal  of  the  College, 
officially  opened  the  St. 
Michael's  Print  Room,  new 
home  to  a  collection  of 
antique  presses  and  other 


printing  artifacts  on  the  2nd 
floor  of  the  Kelly  Library. 

Five  years  ago,  Prof 
Roberge  noted,  the  Book  and 
Media  Studies  (BMS)  program 
was  launched  with  1 9  stu- 
dents. Today,  it  is  the  largest 
minor  of  all  UofT  college 
programs,  and  the  September 
2007  introduction  of  a 
BMS  major  made  it  the  uni- 
versity's sixth  largest  college 
program  overall. 

Teaching  book  history  and 
material  bibliography  required 
a  print  room,  he  pointed  out, 
"to  offer  students  the  opportu- 
nity to  get  their  hands  dirty. 


quite  literally."  The  St. 
Michael's  Print  Room  has 
five  hand  presses  plus  binding 
equipment,  an  extensive 
collection  of  metal  type, 
woodcuts  and  wood  type, 
along  with  pedagogical 
material  including  documents 
in  Braille. 

Specially  designed  certifi- 
cates of  thanks  made  on  Print 
Room  presses  went  to  several 
people  whose  contributions  of 
knowledge  and  equipment 
made  the  Print  Room  possible: 
Toronto  bookbinder  Beatrice 
Stock;  equipment  collector 
Don  Black  and  his  son  Craig; 
printer  Morrison  Wethers; 
Marie  Korey,  Chief  Librarian 
at  Massey  College,  and 
Richard  Landon,  Director  of 
the  Fisher  Rare  Book  Library. 

Singled  out  for  thanks 
within  the  St.  Michael's  com- 
munin'  were  Chief  Librarian 
Jonathan  Bengtson,  professors 
Mark  McGowan  and  Yannick 
Portebois,  and  BMS  Coordi- 
nator Prof  Dorothy  Speirs. 

TV  MASS  MOVES  TO  ST.  BASIL'S 

Alumni  nostalgic  for  the 
5:10  Mass  at  St.  Basil's 
can  now,  through  television, 
anend  several  times  daily, 
Wednesdays  through  Sat- 
urdays. For  Monday  and 
Tuesday  broadcasts,  an  addi- 
tional Mass  is  taped  at  4  pm 
on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays. 
Once  a  month  the  celebrant  is 
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Toronto  Archbishop  and 
USMC  Chancellor,  the  Most 
Rev.  Thomas  Collins. 
Produced  by  the  National 
Catholic  Broadcasting 
Corporation,  recordings  took 
place  until  recently  at  Toronto's 
St.  Michael's  Cathedral.  The 
Masses  are  aired: 

•  on  VisionTV  at  8  am 
and  noon 

•  on  CTS  (Crossroads 
Television)  at  10:30  am 

•  on  Salt  +  Light  Television 
at  11:00  am,  3:00  pm, 
10:30  pm  and  2:30  am 

ANTIQUE  ROSE  SHOW 

Redolent  of  plantings  at 
some  storied  French 
chateau,  each  ol  the  25  shrubs 
in  the  Thomas  Rose  Garden, 
in  St.  Michael's  ScoUard  Park, 
is  an  example  of  an  old, 
species  rose  -  with  some  vari- 
eties dating  back  to 
the  Middle  Ages. 
The  rose  garden  is  a 
gift  from  Dr.  Arlette 
Waris  Thomas  and 
is  based  on  the 


Attracting  bargain-hunters  and  bibliophiles,  the  4th  annual 

Book  Sale  last  October  raised  $25,000  for  the  Kelly  Library. 

Event  co-ordinator  Peter  Rogers  6T8  with  one  of  his  finds, 

An  Illustrated  History  of  the  R.A.F. 


mediaeval  garden  she  re-creat- 
ed at  her  home  in  Ottawa. 
Unlike  more  recent  hybrid 
roses,  which  bloom  several 

times  in  the  grow- 
ing season,  species 
roses  blossom  only 
once.  Ours  were  a 
spectacle  in  pink 
and  white  for  three 


weeks  last  June.   "Although 
the  roses  only  bloomed  for  a 
short  time,"  said  Fr.  James  K. 
Farge  CSB,  Chief  Librarian  at 
PIMS.  "we  all  agreed  they 
were  beautiful." 

INTO  THE  WOODS 

After  a  lengthy  hiatus,  the 
St.  Michael's  Arts  & 


Theatre  Commission  ventured 
"Into  the  Woods"  this  fall 
with  a  production  of  the  classic 
Stephen  Sondheim  musical. 
With  a  cast  of  22  budding 
St.  Michael's  thespians,  the 
show  ran  November  29 
to  December  1,  2007  at  the 
Isabel  Bader  Theatre. 

The  production  was  widely 
regarded  as  the  College's  best 
dramatic  effort  in  years."Our 
talented  cast  and  dedicated  staff 
were  able  to  build  on  past  suc- 
cesses and  have  demonstrated 
that  the  arts  and  theatre  have 
an  excellent  fiiture  at  St. 
Michael's,"  said  Co-producer 
Chris  VanBerkum. 

While  the  performances  may 
have  appeared  effordess,  Van- 
Berkum was  eager  to  point  out 
the  muscle  behind  the  musical. 
"Although  we  started  preparing 
for  the  show  almost  six  months 
ahead  of  opening  night,  it's 
important  to  remember  that 
everyone  in  the  cast  and  produc- 
tion team  are  fiill-dme  students, 
many  of  whom  commute  and 
work  after  school, "  he  said. 


Upcoming  Alumni  Events 


Alumni  Twilight  Retreat  with 
Fr.  David  Katiilski  CSB 

Wednesday.  March  5.  2008 
5:30  pm  -  Dinner  in  Odette 

Student  Lounge 
7:00  pm  -  Retreat  in  College  Chapel 

Michaelmas  Conference 
"Challenges  of  Interfaith  Dialogue" 

Friday,  June  6  to  Sunday.  June  8, 2008 
Time,  place  and  speakers  to 
be  announced 

New  Millenium  Golf  Classic 
Tuesday.July  22.  2008 

Kings  Riding  Golf  Club 


Spring  Reunion 

May  30.31  &  June  1,2008 

Friday,  May  30 

50ih,  55th  &  ^o**"  Anniversary 
Mass  &  Lunch,  Class  of  5T8, 
3T3,  4T8 

1 1  am  -  St.  Michael's  College  Chapel, 
(below  St.  Basil's  Church) 

12  noon  -  Lunch 
Charbonncl  Lounge, 
Elmsley  Hall 

2  pm  -  The  Donovan  Art 
Collection  Tour 


St.  MichaeFs  College  Alumni 
Association  Annual 
General  Meeting 

7  pm  -  Sam  Sorbara  Auditorium, 

Brennan  Hall 
All  Alumni  Reception 

8  pm-midnight  -  Odette  Lounge, 

Brennan  Hall 

Saturday,  May  3  I 

Honoured  Years'Dinner 

6:30  pm  -  Cocktail  Reception 

Odette  Lounge,  Brennan  Hall 
7:30  pm  -  Honoured  Years'  Dinner 

Sam  Sorbara  Auditorium, 
Brennan  Hall 


10-11  pm  -  After  Dinner  Reception 

Odette  Lounge,  Brennan  Hall 

Sunday.  June  I 

All  Alumni  Spring  Reunion 
Mass  &  Brunch 

1 1  am  -  Mass 

St.  Michael's  College  Chapel 
(below  St.  Basil's  Church) 

12  noon  -  Complimentary  Brunch 

Sam  Sorbara  Auditorium, 
Brennan  Hall 


For  information  on  alumni  events,  please  call  Eva  at  416-926-7260  or  visit  our  website  at  www.utoronto.ca/stmikes 
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Santa  makes  an  appearance  at  St.  Mike's  Annual  Santa  Claus 
Parade  Party  on  November  18  to  the  delight  of  his  young  fans 


"What  you  see  on  stage  is 
only  a  fraction  of  wiiat  goes  on 
in  mounting  a  performance: 
administration,  fund-raising, 
constructing  sets,  promotion — 
and  countless  hours  of 
rehearsal.  This  performance  was 
certainly  one  of  the  most  elabo- 
rate in  SMC  s  recent  history." 

APPOINTMENTS 

•  For  his  work  in  the  field 


of  bioethics,  Dr.  William  F. 
Sullivan,  President  of  the 
International  Association 
of  Catholic  Bioethicists, 
was  appointed  by  Pope  Bene- 
dict XVI  to  the  Pontifical 
Academy  for  Life.  Dr.  Sullivan 
is  a  specialist  in  family  medi- 
cine and  ethics  at  St.  Michael's 
Hospital  and  was  the  founding 
director  of  USMC's  Canadian 
Catholic  Bioethics  Institute. 


Winners  of  the  2007  Arbor  Awards,  recognizing  alumni  and 

friends  for  outstanding  volunteer  service  to  St.  Michael's  and 

Uofr,  prove  that  kindness  counts.  (I  to  r:)  Jordan  G.  Sullivan  6T3, 

with  President  Richard  Alway  6T2,  Sister  Mechtilde  O'Mara 

CSJ  5T5,  John  Patrick  McGrath  6T3,  Robert  M.  Bissett  712 

and  Edward  Cattana.  Also  recognized:  Enzo  De  Luca  6T8, 

Jane  Macijauskas  9T6  and  Owen  Williams  5T0 


The  Pontifical  Academy  for 
Life,  established  in  1994,  aims 
to  promote  and  defend  human 
life  while  helping  the  Church 
respond  to  biomedical  issues. 
•  Chief  Librarian  of  the  John 
M.  Kelly  Library  since  2004, 
Jonathan  Bengtson  left 
St.  Michael  s  in  January  to 
become  Associate  University 
Librarian  for  Scholarly 
Resources  at  Universir\' 


of  Toronto  Libraries.  At 
St.  Michael's,  Bengtson 
spearheaded  the  digitization 
of  the  library's  resources, 
and  under  his  leadership 
the  library  was  chosen  as 
the  site  of  the  new  Centre 
deludes  de  la  France  et 
du  monde francophone, 
enhancing  its  status  as  a 
leading  scholarly  resource 
at  the  UofT.  SMM 


The  Power  family  at  St.  Mike's 

Family  Day  October  13  (I  to  r:) 

Eugene  9T4  and  Trish  with 

Owen,  Adam  and  Emily 


Students  and  alumni  enjoyed  some  friendly  coni| ).^    :  ■  '    dt  tlie  2007  Boozer 
Brown  Memorial  Cup  on  October  13.  Youth  beat  out  experience  4-3 
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New  Millennium 
Golf  Classic 

On  24  July  2007,  130  golfers  teed 
off  at  the  8th  annual  St.  Michael's 
College  New  Millennium  Golf 
Classic,  raising  a  record  $240,000 
for  the  President's  Fund  for 
Excellence  in  Research  and 
Scholarship.  The  event  has  now 
surpassed  its  original  goal  to 
build  a  $1-million  fund.  The 
Golf  Committee,  led  by  Co-Chairs 
Victor  Dodig  and  Edward  Cattana, 
has  therefore  made  a  new 
commitment:  to  double  the  goal 
to  $2  million. 

Special  thanks  to  Joseph  Sorbara 
for  providing  the  impetus  for  this 
event,  which  has  become  one  of  the 
top  golf  tournaments  in  Toronto. 


Arrowhedge  Financial's 
winning  team:  Jim 
McGovern,  John  Graham, 
Andreas  Kiedrowski 
and  John  Hynes  receive 
the  trophy  from  Tony 
Comper  (centre). 
Immediate  Past  President 
BMO  Financial  Group, 
tournament  title  sponsor 


(Fr  I:)  Ed  Cattana,  Brian  O'Malley  Victor 
Dodig  and  Joseph  Sorbara  present  Pres- 
ident Rick  Alway  with  a  $225,000  cheque, 
not  including  proceeds  from  the  auction 


The  tournament  title  sponsor's  team  (fr  I:) 
Tony  Comper,  Gilles  Ouellette,  Alex 
Dousmanis-Curtis  and  Pat  Keenan 
represented  BMO  Financial  Group 


W^ 

B' 

1 

18 

|a| 

1 

Eithne  and  Michael  Heffernan  (I)  and 

federal  Finance  Minister  Jim  Flaherty 

(centre)  with  Ambassador  of  Ireland 

Declan  Kelly  and  Anne  Kelly  (r) 


Jim  Flaherty  and 
Brian  O'Malley  (I) 
present  the 
trophy  for  the 
winning  horse, 
Prairie  Fox,  to 
trainer  Brian 
Lynch  and  jockey 
Todd  Kabel 


Hazel  Peoples,  winner 
of  the  Best  Hat  contest 


Day  at  the  Races 

For  the  past  1 1  years,  Eithne  Heffernan 
has  served  as  Chair  of  this  successful 
event  in  support  of  Celtic  Studies  at 
St.  Michael's.  During  that  period,  more 
than  $400,000  has  been  donated  to 
the  College.  This  year,  the  gift  from  the 
Ireland  Fund  of  Canada  provided  for 
St.  Michael's  Artist-in-Residence,  the 
internationally  acclaimed  Irish  writer 
Bernard  MacLaverty,  who  worked  with 
our  students  in  the  fall  term  (see  also 
p.  27.)  Special  guest  this  year  was 
federal  Finance  Minister  Jim  Flaherty. 

Mrs.  Heffernan,  who  received  the 
UofT  Arbor  Award  for  outstanding 
service  to  the  University,  has  announced 
she  will  be  retiring  from  her  position  as 
Chair  On  behalf  of  the  many  students 
in  Celtic  Studies  who  have  benefited 
from  her  inspired  leadership,  the 
College  expresses  its  deepest  gratitude. 
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THE  VIEW  FROM  SMCSU 


Merry-Go-Round  and  Round 

Graffiti-ing  tor  water  pumps  in  Africa 
By  Cesare  J.A.  Plastina,  SMCSU  President  (2007-2008) 


CK^RIT^'  FUNDR,\ISING  ISN'T 
only  for  large  corporations 
or  established  charity  orga- 
nizations. SMC  students  have  long 
been  doing  their  part.  Each  year  tor 
the  past  six  years,  tor  example,  the 
St.  Michael's  College  Student 
Union  (SMCSU)  has  organized  a 
social  event  with  all  proceeds  going 
to  a  different  charity.  The  event,  a 
"Graffiti  Party",  is  co-hosted  with 
the  campus  group  Parry  for  a  Cause 
(PFAC)  and  has  become  one  of  our 
most  successful  and  best-attended 
events  of  the  year.  The  graffiti  this 
time  have  nothing  to  do  with  van- 
dalism. Here  the  canvases  are  not 
walls,  but  people! 

Guests  are  given  one  white  tee  shirt 
and  a  large  felt-tip  marker  each  at  the 
entrance  to  the  Afterlife  Nightclub, 
which  hosts  the  party.  The  rest  is 
fairly  self-explanator\'.  The  night  is 
one  of  good  clean  fun  for  all  students 
and  is  a  release  from  the  stresses  of  the 
classroom — and  all  for  a  good  cause. 

This  year's  event  set  a  new  atten- 
dance record  of  over  1,000  people 
and  raised  more  than  53,000.  The 


Leaving  their  mark  on  each  other  (from  left:)  Jennifer 
Hood,  Moe  Mahdi,  Jennifer  Pinto,  Adriano  Marchese 


Adriano  Marchese  again  (left),  here  with  Cesare 

Plastina,  both  with  graffiti  space  available 


And  again  Adriano  Marchese  (right), 
back  with  Jennifer  Pinto 


charit}'  this  time  was  "Play  Pumps", 
an  organization  that  sets  up  water 
pumps  in  African  villages  where 
clean  water  is  in  short  supply.  The 
pumps  themselves  take  the  form  of 
plavground  merrv-go-rounds;  as 
children  play  on  them,  water  gets 
pumped  to  the  village. 

The  Graffiti  Parry  falls  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  SMCSU  Double 
Blue  Commission  and  thanks  in 
large  part  to  the  organization  skills  of 
this  year's  Double  Blue  Commis- 
sioner, Danielle  Tasson,  the  event 
was  a  complete  success.  Thanks  also 
to  the  rest  of  the  SMCSU  council, 
who  worked  hard  to  promote  the 
event,  to  the  Co-Presidents  of  PFAC, 
Christine  Kavazanjian  and  Renee 
Farrell,  and  finally  to  the  SMC  stu- 
dents, without  whom  none  of  our 
events  would  be  possible. 

On  a  more  general  note:  This 
year's  council  has  expanded  its  out- 
reach to  the  SMC  students,  and  in 
its  dealing  with  other  colleges'  stu- 
dent unions,  SMCSU  has  become  a 
model  and  a  source  of  advice  for  the 
greater  UofT  communirv.  SMM 
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ADmY'S  RUN 

After  1 8  years  as  President, 
Richard  Alway  6T2 

heads  toward  the  finish  Hne 

By  Graham  F.  Scott 


TT  "Tk       "T"  THE  SPRING  OF  1958,  DURING 

I  I  ^^  I  his  last  year  of  high  school, 
.^  A-  ^  the  teenaged  Richard  Alway 
visited  St.  Michael's  College  for  the  first 
time  during  a  tour  of  the  University  of 
Toronto.  Alway  and  his  father  toured  the 
College  and  pressed  the  Basilian  Fathers 
they  met  about  what  kind  of  place  it  was. 
On  that  first  meeting,  the  Registrar  of  the 
College  asked  Alway  what  he  wanted  to  do 
with  his  lile. 

"I  said,  'public  life' — I  thought  politics 
sounded  interesting,"  recalls  Alway  now. 
"I  was  wondering  about  the 
law  as  a  possible  career,  and 
the  Registrar  said,  'Well,  you 
should  really  think  about 
philosophy.'"  And  if  he 
wanted  to  go  into  politics, 
the  Registrar  pointed  out,  at 
St.  Michael's  he  would  be 
following  in  the  footsteps  of 
alumnus  Paul  Martin  St. 
Alway  didn't  bother  with 
the  rest  ol  the  tour  of  UofF; 
he'd  found  his  college. 

"It  was  something  as  casu- 
al as  that,"  Alway  says,  sitting 
in  his  sunny  office  on  a  brisk 
December  afternoon.  "And  of 
course  that's  the  way  life  is  — 
many  of  those  moments  make 
up  a  life,  and  you  realize  that 
coincidence  and  happen- 
stance is  almost  as  important 
as  careful  planning." 

Alway's  term  as  President 
is  over  on  June  30,  and  when 
he  departs  this  summer,   he 


MILESTONES 

1996 

Clover  Hill  building  renovated 

1997 

1st  of  10  teaching 

positions  endowed 

2001 

Canadian  Catholic  Bioethics 

Institute  founded 

2001 

Sorbara  Hall  student 

residence  opened 

2004 

Book  and  Media  Studies 

Program  launcfied 

2005 

New  USMC  Act  modernizes 

St.  Michael's  governance 

2007 

Endowment  completed 

for  Christianity  and  Culture 

2008 

Concurrent  Teacher  Education 

Program  launched 


will  leave  the  College  financially  stronger, 
institutionally  focused,  and  spiritually  ener- 
gized— although  he  declines  to  take  the 
credit  for  it.  His  colleagues  and  friends, 
however,  display  no  such  reticence. 

"One  of  his  legacies  is  his  remarkable 
success  in  meeting  the  financial  problems 
that  were  facing  the  College  when  I  left 
office  and  he  took  over,"  says  Father  James 
McConica  CSB,  Praeses  of  the  Pontifical 
Institute  of  Mediaeval  Studies  and  Alway's 
predecessor  in  the  President's  chair.  "I 
think  anyone  would  say  that  was  an  out- 
standing achievement." 

"He's  widely  respected 
within  the  UofF  community," 
says  Monsignor  Sam  Bianco, 
Pastor  of  St.  James  Parish  in 
Toronto,  one  of  Alway's 
classmates  from  his  under- 
graduate days  at  St.  Mich- 
ael's and  one  of  his  oldest 
friends.  "Because  he  worked 
at  Trinity  College  and  Hart 
House,  he  knows  the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto.  And  he's 
always  had  good  communi- 
cations and  good  contact 
within  the  University. 

"I  see  a  lot  of  people  every 
week,"  says  UofF  President 
David  Naylor,  "but  an\' 
interactions  with  Rick  are 
always  elevated  by  the  com- 
bination of  his  inherent 
dignity  and  civility,  as  well  as 
his  practical  problem-solving 
bent.  I'm  really  going  to  miss 
working  with  him." 


"When  people  meet  him  they  think  he's 
very  serious  and  presidential,"  says  Vicki 
Garnett,  who  was  his  Executive  Assistant  tor 
eight  years  and  recently  retired.  "When  you 
get  to  know  him  he's  got  a  great  sense  of 
humor — he's  a  great  raconteur." 

Alway's  academic  and  professional  career 
has  been  devoted  to  the  University  of 
Toronto.  (In  the  1962  Torontonensis,  then 
the  university  yearbook,  Alway's  ambition  is 
listed  as  simply  "service.")  He  holds  three 
degrees  from  UofT,  one  in  philosophy  and 
two  in  modern  history.  After  graduating,  he 
remained  as  an  administrator,  working  first 
as  Dean  of  Students  at  Trinity  College,  and 
then  as  Warden  of  Hart  House  (where  he 
met  a  young  medical  student  named  David 
Naylor,  who  was  sitting  on  a  Hart  House 
committee  at  the  time).  He  would  circle 
back  to  the  college  of  his  undergraduate 
years  eventually,  but  there  were  a  few 
detours  along  the  way. 

A  longtime  art  collector — until  a  few 
years  ago  he  was  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
foremost  collections  of  early  20th-century 
art  by  Canadian  women  painters  —  Alway 
has  sat  on  or  chaired  the  boards  of  at  least 
half  a  dozen  major  cultural  institutions. 
They  include  the  Canadian  Opera 
Company,  the  National  Museums  of 
Canada,  the  Historic  Sites  and  Monu- 
ments Board  of  Canada,  and  the  Ontario 
Heritage  Foundation.  He  also  conceived 
and  oversaw  the  construction  of  the  Just- 
ina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery,  housing  the 
historic  Hart  House  art  collection.  As 
Chair  of  Montreal's  CD.  Howe  Memorial 
Foundation,  he  helped  establish  and  fund 
scholarship  programs  at  14  universities. 
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But  his  crowning  achievement  was  to  be 
drafted  by  the  federal  government  to  serve  as 
Acting  Director  of  the  National  Gallerv  of 
Canada  during  the  construction  oi  its  new 
building.  During  that  time,  he  would  work 
Monday  to  Thursday  in  Ottawa,  fly  back  to 
Toronto,  where  he  would  continue  to  work 
as  Warden  of  Hart  House  on  Friday  through 
Sunday,  and  then  repeat.  "So  I  did  both  jobs 
for  a  time,  with  no  days  oft,"  he  recalls.  "But 
it  was  great.  At  that  stage  in  lite  it  was  a  great 
opportunit)'  and  1  enjoyed  every  moment  of 
it.  I'm  still  very  proud  that  I  had  any  kind  ot 
role  in  the  Gallery." 

That  kind  of  multi-tasking  appears  to 
come  naturally  tor  Alway,  who  before  tak- 


ing the  National  Gallery  post  scrxed  tor 
two  years  as  acting  publisher  ot  The 
Catholic  Register  at  the  request  of  the  late 
Cardinal  Emmett  Carter.  He  also  worked 
as  a  political  commentator  at  the  Toronto 
radio  station  CFRB,  again  while  he  was 
working  as  Warden  at  Hart  House. 
Walking  by  the  CFRB  building  one  day, 
and  feeling  a  spontaneous  urge  to  com- 
plain about  the  level  ot  political  discourse 
on  his  favourite  station,  he  asked  to  see 
someone.  WTiat  started  as  a  conversation 
with  the  station  manager  ended  with  a  job 
offer.  "Two  weeks  after  walking  in  off  the 
street,  I  was  on  the  air  four  times  a  week," 
Alway  says  with  a  laugh. 


After  his  time  at  the  National  Gallery, 
Alway  returned  to  UotT  and,  in  1990, 
took  up  the  presidency  ot  St.  Michael's 
College.  It  would  take  all  his  considerable 
skills  to  bring  the  College  back  from  the 
brink  of  insolvency. 

"The  problem  was  fairly  clear,"  says 
McConica.  "There  was  a  very  modest 
endowment."  Unlike  the  other  federated  col- 
leges, Victoria  and  Trinit)',  St.  Michael's  had 
relied  for  decades  on  religious  vocations  to  fill 
staff  and  academic  positions — what  Alway 
calls  the  "living  endowment"  of  the  College. 
The  priests  and  sisters  on  staff  donated  back 
most  of  their  salaries  to  the  College  to  sup- 
port it.  But  with  tfie  decline  in  vocations 
starting  in  the  1960s,  that  foundation  of  sup- 
port was  gradually  eroded,  and  by  1990 
when  Alway  arrived,  there  was  the  real  possi- 
bility, as  he  says,  of  "turning  oft  the  lights  and 
locking  the  doors"  within  a  few  years. 

An  extraordinan,'  gesture  of  support  came 
from  the  St.  Michael's  student  body,  a  vol- 
untary student  levy  giving  the  College  near- 
ly a  million  dollars  over  ten  years.  Alway  was 
able  to  use  that  gift  to  persuade  the  Big  Five 
Canadian  banks  ot  the  importance  of  keep- 
ing the  College's  mission  alive,  and  a  whid- 
wind  tour  to  Catholic  religious  orders  across 
southern  Ontario  over  the  Christmas  break 
in  1992  produced  yet  more  financial  sup- 
port. Alway  also  modernized  the  College's 
fundraising  department,  an  area  in  which  it 
was  lagging  its  UotT  peers. 

Today,  with  the  imminent  sale  of  the 
College's  parking  lot  north  of  St.  Basil's 
Church,  St.  Michael's  has  a  much  stronger 
financial  footing,  and  the  College  is  alive 
with  activirv'  in  other  areas  as  well.  Popular 
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academic  programs  are  thriving,  including 
Book  and  Media  Studies,  Celtic  Studies  and 
Mediaeval  Studies. 

"He's  done  all  he  can  to  strengthen  our 
college  programs,"  says  Father  Bob  Madden 
CSB,  professor  emeritus  of  English  at  St. 
Michael's  and  a  longtime  colleague  of 
Alway.  Enrolment  in  the  Faculty  of 
Theology  increased  strongly  during  Alway's 
tenure,  Madden  says,  and  the  Christianity 
and  Culture  program  has  also  grown  consid- 
erably in  popularity,  "as  well  as  the 
Continuing  Education  division, "  Madden 
adds,  "which  has  increased  tremendously." 

Physical  renewal  is  also  nearly  com- 
plete: the  heritage  houses  on  Elmsley  Place 
are  undergoing  renovation  and  restoration; 
the  Kelly  Library  received  a  number  of 
high-tech  additions  in  2002;  the  original 
college  building,  Odette  Hall,  was  com- 
pletely renovated  in  1996;  and  an  entirely 
new  residence  building,  Sorbara  Hall, 
opened  in  2001. 

For  Alway,  achieving  this  kind  ol 
growth  and  renewal  has  also  meant  contin- 
uously articulating  what  he  calls  "the  St. 
Mike's  story."  "It's  a  story  that  indicates 
that  the  College  has  a  strong  sense  of  its 
unique  identity  and  purpose,  and  there  is  a 
sense  of  Catholic  mission  about  the  place, ' 
he  says.   "It's   the  great   contribution  we 


Left:  The  National  Gallery  of  Canada  building,  constructed  when  Alway  was  Acting 

Director.  Centre:  The  Elgin  and  Winter  Garden  Theatres  in  Toronto,  restored  by  the 

Ontario  Heritage  Foundation  when  Alway  served  as  Chair.  Right:  The  Vimy  Memorial 

in  France.  As  Chair  of  the  Historic  Sites  and  Monuments  Board  of  Canada,  Alway 

officiated  at  its  designation  as  a  National  Historic  Site  in  1997.  For  his  leadership  in 

culture,  history,  and  education,  he  was  invested  with  the  Order  of  Canada  and  the 

Order  of  Ontario.  He  was  also  made  a  Knight  Grand  Cross  With  Star  in  the  Order  of 

St.  Gregory  by  Pope  John  Paul  II,  for  his  services  to  the  Church. 


make  to  the  University  of  Toronto  family, 
in  terms  of  the  diversity  we  bring  through 
that  Catholic  identity."  When  Alway  was 
a  student  in  the  early  '60s,  be  says, 
St.  Michael's  Catholic  character  was 
unmistakable  because  priests  and  nuns 
were  visible  ever}'where  on  campus. 
"Today,  that's  no  longer  the  case, "  he  says. 

When  people  meet  him 

they  think  he's  very  serious 

and  presidential.  When  you 

get  to  know  him  he's  got 

a  great  sense  of  humor  — 

he's  a  great  raconteur. 

"And  in  today's  world,  which  1  think  is 
more  secular  generally,  it's  necessary  to  be 
more  intentional  about  the  Catholic 
nature  of  the  institution  and  its  mission." 
That  means  under  Alway's  leadership  the 
College  has  renewed  and  endowed  the  pro- 
grams and  services  most  closely  connected  to 
that  mission — including  the  Faculn,'  ot  The- 
ology, Chaplaincy  Services  and  Christianity 
and  Culture — while  maintaining  the  spirit 
and  involvement  of  St.  Michael's  founding 
religious  communities,  especially  the  Basilian 


Fathers.  St.  Michael's  is  also  home  to  UofT's 
longest  continuously-operating  Out  of  the 
Cold  program,  in  which  close  to  100  student 
volunteers  provide  meals  for  up  to  150 
homeless  people  each  week.  "That's  another 
aspect  of  Catholic  identity,"  says  Alway,  "the 
sense  that  there  is  a  concern  for  the  human 
condition  and  that  this  is  something  that  is 
respected  and  honoured  here. ' 

Cardinal  Aloysius  Ambrozic  was 
Chancellor  of  St.  Michael's  during  his 
tenure  as  Archbishop  of  Toronto,  and 
worked  closely  with  Alway,  a  personal 
friend,  in  matters  concerning  the  College 
and  the  Archdiocese.  "He's  a  very,  very 
devoted  Catholic,"  Ambrozic  says.  "He  has 
managed  to  help  the  College  remain 
Catholic,  while  being  part  of  a  larger  secu- 
lar university." 

As  the  last  few  months  of  his  presidency 
wind  down,  Alway  clearly  has  plans  for  his 
future,  but  isn't  quite  ready  to  say  what  they 
are.  In  the  meantime,  there's  still  presiden- 
tial work  demanding  his  time,  and  he 
intends  to  be  just  as  busy  as  he's  ever  been. 
"It's  been  a  great  run;  it's  like  coming  to  the 
finish  line  of  a  marathon,"  he  says.  "You 
want  to  run  through  the  finish  line,  not  run 
to  the  finish  line.  You  want  to  keep  moving 
forward  at  the  same  speed,  and  not  let  up  at 
all  toward  the  end."   SMM 
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ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 


Ecco  Maestro 

Alumni  brave  ice  and  snow  for  palate  pieasers 

By  Steven  Williams  9T4,  President, 

USMC  Alumni  Association  Board 


On  a  cold  and  blustery  Thursday,  it 
may  be  wishful  thinking  to  expect  alumni 
to  attend  a  lecture  on  the  philosophy  of 
Aquinas.  But  ask  them  to  come  to  a  class  about 
preparing  phyllo  cups  filled  with  lobster  and  avocado  salad  and  they 
will  pass  the  snowplows  to  get  there. 

So  it  was  last  November  when  24  hardy  gourmets  anended  the  Col- 
lege's first  culinar)'  adventure.  Phyllo-fiUing 
students  included  Executive  Director  of 
Alumni  Affairs  Brian  O  Malley,  a  few  Alumni 
Association  board  members  and  numerous 
alumni  and  their  families,  all  under  the  expert 
instruction  of  chef  Gianni  Ceschia. 

The  event  was  the  first  in  a  new  series  that 
will  also  include  spa  days  and  wine  tours.  This 
November  night  featured  a  master  Italian  exec- 
utive chef  who  received  his  formal  training  in 
Trieste,  Italy,  at  the  Saiola  Alberghiera,  a  school 
for  hotel  chefs.  Before  immigrating  to  Toronto 
20  years  ago,  Ceschia  had  worked  for  some  of 
the  best  hotels  and  restaurants  in  Europe.  In 
1999.  he  opened  his  Culinar)-  Studio  2000 
north  of  the  city,  in  Woodbridge,  Ontario,  the 
site  of  the  night's  gourmet  class. 

"Virgin  olive  oil  is  like  good  wine,"  mused 
Ceschia  as  he  used  some.  "Keep  tr\^ing  them 


MENU 

—  ANTIPASn  — 

Frico 

Herb  and  Olive  Goat  Cheese  Log 

with  Crostini 

Phyllo  Cups  with  Lobster 

and  Avocado  Salad 

—  PWMl  Pl^TTI  — 

Risotto  with  Porcini  and  Arugola 

Asparagus  and  Shrimp  Salad 

—  SECONDI  PlATTI  — 

Pork  Tenderloin  Stuffed 

with  Figs  and  Gor^onzola 

Green  Bean  and  Carrot  Bundles 

Roasted  Potatoes 

Tomatoes  Gratin 

—  Dolce  — 
Poached  Pears  in  Zabaglione 


until  you  find  one  you  really  like."  However,  unlike  wine,  he  con- 
tinued, one  must  shake  the  oil  before  pouring  it,  because  the  con- 
tents will  settle.  Another  morsel  of  culinary  wisdom  included  the 
idea  of  contrasting — hot  with  cold,  for  example,  or  sweet  with 
sour — when  preparing  dishes. 

"Never  make  more  than  two  ounces  of  rice  per  guest,"  the  chef  noted 
o\'er  his  risotto,  "or  vou  risk  filling  them  up  before  the  entree.  And  use 
the  less  starchy  carnaroli  grains,  instead  of 
vialone  nano  or  arborio,  to  prevent  the  risotto 
from  becoming  past)'. 

The  meal  mirrored  his  advice.  The  frico  was 
crispy  in  texture  and  sharp  in  flavour,  while  the 
goat  cheese  with  crostini  offered  a  delightfijl 
mix  of  creamy-sweet  and  garlic-zip.  The  salad 
had  a  smokey  flavour  from  oyster  mushrooms 
and  combined  a  balance  of  smooth  lettuce 
leaves  and  firm  asparagus  tips  and  green  beans. 
The  piece  de  resistance  was  the  tender  pork 
blended  with  a  gritty  sweet  fig  centre,  winning 
over  dessen,  a  s^Tupy.  velvet  froth  of  zabaglione 
muted  by  delicate  pear  slices. 

Thanks  to  board  member  Andria  Minicucci 
and  Alimmi  Associate  Eva  Wong  for  their  hard 
work  getting  these  events  off  the  ground.  Keep 
checking  the  College  website  for  more  exciting 
alimini  events.  SMM 


St.  Michael's  Spring  2008  13 


FIRST  FLIGHT 


GOING 


Last  summer,  a  few  SMC  Christianity  and  Culture  students 
became  the  College's  first  participants  in  an  experiential  learning  pro- 
gram, Intercordia  Canada,  which  places  students  from  five 
Canadian  universities  with  non-governmental  organizations  around 
the  globe.  The  aim  is  to  promote  cultural  sensitivity  and  moral 
responsiveness  in  students  and  to  encourage  them  to  discover  a  more 
compassionate  view  of  the  world. 

Intercordia  believes  students  learn  respect  for  diversity  best  from 
first-hand  experience,  living  and  working  with  others  who  are  differ- 
ent. More  often  than  not,  they  find  themselves  working  with  people 
discriminated  against  even  within  their  communities  for  being  "dif- 
ferent" -  the  blind  or  mentally  challenged,  for  example. 

Ghana:  Natalie  Zinko  0T8 


Current  Intercordia  partners  include  small,  grassroots  NGOs 
in  South  America,  Central  America,  Mexico,  the  Dominican 
Republic,  Ukraine,  Bosnia-Hercegovina,  Palestine  and  Ghana. 
These  organizations  are  staffed  by  local  people  who  know  the 
country  and  the  culture  and  can  assist  the  students  in  finding  their 
way.  They  welcome  the  students  and  provide  a  brief  orientation, 
arrange  a  home  stay  with  a  local  family,  arrange  work  placements 
where  students  can  use  their  talents  and  help  people  in  need, 
provide  ongoing  support  during  the  placement  time  and  assist 
in  any  emergencies,  keep  in  contact  with  Intercordia  during 
each  placement  and  organize  a  debriefing  session  at  the  end  of 
each  one.  SMM 


©06 


o\ 


V 


^3 


Senc 


Chat      Attach     Address      Fonts       Colors      Save  As  Draft 


To:    Family  and  Friends 

Cc: 


Subject:     JustArrived 


\Ei 


Signature: 


None 


I  have  arrived  at  the  school  where  I  am  supposed  to  be  teaching  for  the  next  little  while.  Covenant  Preparatory 
School,  in  a  small  town  called  Tefle.The  school  is  quite  big  -  some  1 200  staff  and  students,  and  they  all  seem  very 
warm  and  friendly.  I  am  quite  excited  about  this  place!  Upon  my  arrival,  the  kids  in  ongoing  class  outside  by  the 
tree  all  cheered  really  loudly,  so  I  thought  that  they  must  be  learning  something  very  exciting. Then  I  learned  they 
were  cheering  for  me  (apparently  they  were  told  ahead  of  time  that  I  would  be  arriving).  Looking  around,  I  sudden- 
ly realized  that  I'm  the  only  white  person  here,  so  I  kind  of  stand  out  in  the  crowd,  to  say  the  least. 

When  I  visited  the  classes,  the  kids  stood  up  and  unanimously  said  aloud  "You  are  welcome.  Madam!"  ("You  are 
welcome"  is  something  I  have  been  hearing  repeatedly  ever  since  I  got  to  Ghana!)  I  felt  genuinely  welcomed  and 
excited  for  what  the  months  ahead  hold  in  store  for  me. 

Not  only  am  I  the  only  white  person  in  the  school,  but  I  am  the  only  white  person  in  the  whole  town,  and  that 
requires  some  getting  used  to.  Some  people  look  at  me  twice  just  to  make  sure  that  they  are  not  seeing  things. The 
town  kids  just  follow  me  and  jump  up  and  down  and  giggle;  if  they  see  me  approaching,  they  call  out  "Yewoo! 
Yewoo!"  ("white  person"  in  the  local  Ewe  language,  the  latest  of  the  dozens  of  Ghanaian  languages  that  I  am  trying 
to  pick  up). The  other  day  I  was  walking  down  the  street  and  the  kids  -  trying  to  impress  me  with  their  English  - 
called  out  "White  man!  White  man!"  which  I  am  still  laughing  about. 

Madam  Rosemond  is  the  person  at  the  school  who  is  helping  me  settle  in.  She's  taking  really  good  care  of  me. 
She  even  asked  a  seamstress  to  come  in  and  take  my  measurements  to  sew  me  a  traditional  Ghanaian  dress.  If  this 
is  not  hospitality,  then  I  don't  know  what  is! 

The  African  adventure  continues...  Natalie 
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PLACES 


Natalie  Zinko  with  a 
young  friend,  Simon 
on  the  way  to  invite 
local  people  to  a 
school  graciuation 
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To:    Family  and  Friends 
Cc: 


Subject.  Ghana  Update 


E 


Signature:  |  Nont 


Hello  Canada, 

Time  for  another  quick  update:  teaching  is  going  well — as  well  as  it 
can  be  considering  that  I  have  no  formal  training. The  students  in  my 
Grade  4  class  are  super!  They  are  really  excited  about  having  someone 
from  abroad  come  visit  them.  I  am  usually  quite  impressed  at  how  they 
help  one  another  when  one  of  them  does  not  understand  how  to  add 
or  subtract  fractions  with  unlike  denominators  and  such.  (I've  been 
teaching  a  bit  of  everything:  math,  religion,  English,  environmental 
studies,  science,  etc.)  They  are  quite  obedient  and  respectful,  which 
makes  my  job  a  lot  easier 

After  school,  the  students  and  I  play  games,  or  read,  or  sing.  There 
is  always  something  fun  to  do.  They  really  love  the  camera,  and  I  let 
them  take  photos  with  it — it  seems  they  can  never  tire  of  that! 

Recently,  I  have  been  visiting  a  lot  of  local  villages.The  children 
served  as  my  tour  guides.  At  one  point  we  had  to  cross  a  huge  muddy 
part  of  the  "road,"  and  one  of  the  10-year-old  girls  actually  wanted  to 
carry  me  across  on  her  back — the  children  here  are  really  sweet 
(I  didn't  let  her  do  that,  of  course.) 

Village  life  here  usually  means  mud  huts,  so  I  saw  quite  a  lot  of 
those.  It's  amazing  under  what  circumstances  some  people  live. They 
all  treated  us  really  warmly,  however,  and  served  us  whatever  they 
had  available.  One  family  offered  us  some  smoked  (or  maybe  it  was 
fried...)  fish  and  cooked  cassava  (and  that  was  so  yummy!),  then  the 
kids  climbed  up  the  coconut  trees  and  got  us  some  coconuts.  I  had  a 
great  time  there  and  almost  didn't  want  to  leave. 

At  another  place  I  met  the  chief  of  the  village — that  was  quite 
an  honour  He  chatted  with  us  for  a  while,  gave  us  Coca-Cola  to 
drink  and  invited  us  to  come  back  another  time  to  hear  the  full  history 
of  the  village... 

Hope  all  of  you  are  well. 
Missing  you, 

Natalie 
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To:    Family  and  Friends 
Cc; 


Subject     Ghana  Part  Two 


Stgiuture:  j  Nqm 


Greetings  from  Ghana! 

I  went  to  a  2  1/2-hour  Pentecostal  worship  service  on  Sunday  with 
Madam  Rosemond.  It  W3S  an  interesting  experience. There  was  the 
usual  Scripture  reading. and  some  singing  and... some  very  lively  danc- 
ing! The  atmosphere  was  quite  celebratory. 

On  another  Sunday,  when  I  went  to  church.  Pastor  Jacob  gave  me 
five  minutes  to  introduce  myself  to  the  congregation,  which  I  did.  I  told 
them  a  little  about  where  I'm  coming  from,  what  I'm  doing  in  Ghana 
and  how  it  has  been  so  far  I  wasn't  sure  how  this  would  fit  in  with  the 
3-hour  service  since  the  only  things  I  usually  understand  at  Mass  are 
"Amen"  and  "Halleluiah!"  But  by  the  nods,  smiles  and  applause.  I'd  say 
that  it  went  well. 

Madam  Rosemond  is  insisting  on  me  learning  traditional  African 
dancing,  but  I  told  her  that  for  her  own  sake  it's  best  that  she  not  see 
me  dance  :)  Towards  the  end  of  the  service.  Pastor  Jacob  asked:  "Do 
we  have  any  new  worshipers  here  today?"  As  soon  as  he  said  the 
words,  the  congregation  turned  to  look  at  me  (I  was  sitting  at  the 
back.)  That  was  quite  obvious  to  everyone!  Madam  Rosemond  stepped 
in  and  introduced  me  as  coming  from  Canada  and  teaching  in  Tefle. 
The  whole  congregation  then  welcomed  me  into  the  community. 

1  also  went  to  a  funeral.  One  of  the  staff  members  died;  she  was 
only  29  years  old  and  leaves  behind  two  kids,  a  5-year-old  and  a 
2-year-old.  While  we  were  walking  to  the  cemetery,  I  had  a  10-year- 
old,  Emelia,  clutching  my  hand  all  the  way  Thinking  about  the  young 
woman  in  the  coffin.  I  could  not  help  wondering  what  kind  of  fate 
awaited  the  child  holding  my  hand  along  with  so  many  kids  like  her. 
"Why  did  she  die?"  I  asked.  "We  don't  really  know"  is  the  answer  I 
got- "She  was  sick  and  then  she  just  died."  Far  too  many,  like  this 
woman,  die  without  a  decent  chance  to  live  a  life,  and  yet  the  people 
at  the  funeral  celebrated  her  short  life,  by  singing  and  dancing.. .this 
was  one  among  many  ways  in  which  they  paid  their  respects. 

Until  next  time... 

Natalie 

a.k.a.  Madam  NatAuntie  Natalie,  Sister  Natalie. ..and.  of  course,  the 

"white  man"  in  Tefle. 


) 


16  Spring  2008  St.  Michael's 


Nicaragua:  Fiona  Clarke  0T7 


MLiral  on  a  schoolyard  wall  in  Esteli  Is  the  work  of 

14  neighbourhood  children,  ages  10  to  23,  plus  two 

Instructors  and  two  volunteers,  one  of  them  Fiona  Clarke 


Last  summer,  as  my  In  tercordia  place- 
ment I  went  to  Esteli,  Nicaragua,  where  I 
had  a  mother,  a  brother  and  two  sisters. 
We  lived  in  a  close-knit  neighborhood 
called  a  barrio,  with  lines  of  houses  in  clus- 
ters, separated  only  by  red  dirt  or  narrow 
paved  roads.  Esteli  was  a  place  where  you 
could  sit  on  the  sidewalk  outside  a  shop 
called  a  pulperia,  and  enjoy  sugary-sweet 
bubblegum  or  too  many  bags  of  spicy 
chips  or  just  miss  home.  There  was  always 
a  lot  of  time  to  just  sit  on  a  stoop  and  enjoy 
life,  and  1  think  there  was  something  about 
Nicaragua,  about  the  green  mountains  that 
surrounded  you,  that  made  you  want  to. 

I  was  assigned  to  work  with 
FUNARTE,  an  NGO  that  works  for  youth 
outreach  and  empowerment  through  art. 

FUNARTE  was  founded  in  Esteli:  La  Ciudad  de  Mumles  (the  City 
of  Murals.)  Unlike  my  home  life  in  Nicaragua,  which  revolved 
around  the  house,  my  work  lite  was  nomadic.  I  would  travel  in  and 
around  Esteli  in  the  back  of  a  dusty  pick-up,  surrounded  by  rusty, 
paint-covered  cans,  paper  and  brushes  and  equally  paint-covered 
muralistas — mural  artists,  whose  talents  were  nurtured  through  the 
FUNARTE  program  when  they  were  children  and  who  now 
worked  as  grown-ups  to  keep  the  project  going.  I  got  to  meet  many 
different  people  living  on  the  margins  of  Nicaraguan  society  and 


Fiona  Clarke  (at  rear)  in  the  Managua 

Zoo  with  Harbey,  a  21 -year-old  Nicaraguan 

who  is  deaf  and  mute 


experience  a  social  stratum  that  would 
have  escaped  me  in  the  midst  of  my  mid- 
dle-class Nicaraguan  family. 

FUNARTE's  muralistas  work  with 
disabled,  incarcerated  and  disadvantaged 
youth,  and  they  would  go  to  each  of 
them — to  the  slums  or  the  jailhouse — 
and  let  them  paint:  pictures,  murals, 
whatever  they  were  capable  of,  which  I 
often  found  was  a  lot  more  than  I  was 
capable  of  believing  they  could  do. 
Seeing  someone  with  Down  Syndrome, 
who  was  prey  to  abuse  and  cruelty  at 
home,  pick  up  a  brush  and  paint  some  of 
the  most  colourful,  hopeful  pictures  of 
happiness  you  could  ever  imagine  to  see, 
or  standing  silently  over  an  allegedly 
hardened  criminal  while  he  paints  a  deli- 
cate garden  scene,  helped  me  to  believe  in  the  truth  ot  what  one 
of  the  young  prisoners  had  said  to  me  at  some  point.  He  had  told 
me  that  he  was  tree;  that  despite  his  sentence,  his  cell,  he  was  free  c 
to  change  himself  and  his  life,  and  so  he  was  happy.  i 

Looking  at  those  children  painting  made  me  realize  that  they  had  I 
eyes  to  see  something  totally  ditferent  from  what  1  saw.  Despite  their  \ 
horrible  surroundings,  the\'  were  happy  and  tree  and  could  believe  in  \ 
life  and  all  that  it  could  mean.  I  started  to  wonder  if  maybe  I  could  \ 
have  the  vision  to  believe  that  1  was  free,  too.  SMM  ' 
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Honduras:  Alison  Lenoura  D'Souza  0T9 


Townspeople  of  Santa  Lucia  gather  in  an 

open-air  classroom  to  celebrate  a  holiday 

honouring  a  national  hero  of  Honduras 


It  ^X'AS  A  BIT  MORE  THAN  A  YEAR  AGO 
that  I  received  a  dinner  invitation  to 
find  out  more  about  a  newly  intro- 
duced course  within  the  Christianity 
and  CuUure  Program  called 
Intercordia.  To  be  honest,  I  only  went 
for  the  dinner  and  did  not  expect  I 
would  come  away  wanting  to  partici- 
pate. At  the  dinner  I  learned  that  par- 
ticipants would  go  abroad  in  the  sum- 
mer to  a  country  radically  different 
ffom  theirs  and  live  among  marginal- 
ized persons — because  marginalized 
people  have  suffered  so  much,  they 
have  a  magnitude  of  experiences 
through  which  they  can  teach  us. 
"Wow,"  1  thought,  "I  have  never 
thought  that  way!" 

Thanks  to  Intercordia,  I  learned  a 
few  of  those  lessons  last  summer  in  a 


Alison  D'Souza  (left)  at  her  farewell  fiesta  with  a 
Japanese  colleague  and  friend,  Chinatsu 


work  I  would  visit  my  host  grand- 
mother, have  long  conversations  with 
the  locals  or  take  a  tew  of  the  blind 
students  to  a  nearby  field  to  play  soc- 
cer with  my  special  'ball  of  sound' —  I 
had  made  a  hole  at  the  top  of  a  plastic 
ball  and  put  beans  in  it,  then  taped  it 
up  again,  and  voila!  a  ball  you  can  hear 
when  it  moves. 

When  I  arrived  in  Santa  Lucia,  I  felt 
alone.  I  knew  no  Spanish  and  none  ol 
the  locals  living  or  working  near  me 
spoke  English.  The  most  frustrating 
part  was  communicating  with  the 
blind  adults,  since  charades  and  other 
visual  communications  were  out  of  the 
question!  In  a  funny  way,  I  was  the 
mute  leading  the  blind. 

Ironically,  the  fact  that  I  could  not 
communicate    actually    helped    me 


little  town  in  Honduras,  called  Santa  Lucia.  I  had  a  placement  to  build  relationships.  I  remember  once — just  a  few  days  after  I  had 

work  at  a  rehabilitation  centre  for  blind  adults,  called  CAIPAC,  arrived — one  of  my  students,  Stanley,  asked  me  for  how  long  I  was 

whose  goal  is  to  allow  the  blind  students  to  realize  that  they  can  going  to  be  in  Honduras  (at  least  that's  what  I  thought  he  was  ask- 

do  many  things  and  that  they  are  worthy  of  dignity  and  respect.  ing)  and  so  I  responded:  "Three  months".  He  cracked  up  with 

Morning  classes  included  Activities  of  Daily  Living,  Orientation  laughter;  he  had  asked  me  how  old  I  was!  Not  only  was  I  subse- 

and  Mobility,  Braille  classes,  massage  therapy,  phys.  ed.,  carpentry  quently  referred  to  as  the  three-month-old  baby  around  the  cen- 

and  handicrafts.  In  the  afternoons,  I  taught  computers,  and  after  tre,  Stanley  and  I  also  became  inseparable  friends. 
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Rodolfo,  one  of  the  blind  adults 

at  the  centre,  teaching  Alison 

some  Latin  dance  moves 

I  dici  eventually  pick  up  the  language,  and  I  believe  that  a  huge  rea- 
son for  that  was  the  hospitality  I  experienced  at  CAIPAC.  From  the 
moment  I  arrived  until  the  end  of  my  three-month  placement,  the 
students  would  include  me  in  conversations,  knowing  my  Spanish 
was  terrible,  that  1  would  always  take  a  long  while  to  reply.  Thev 
made  "eye-contact"  with  me  by  listening  to  me.  Thev  accepted  me. 


On  the  town  church  steps,  a  Santa 
Lucia  girl  on  her  15th  birthday, 
here  cause  for  a  big  celebration 

a  non-Honduran,  someone  with  no  apparent  physical  disabilit)',  and 
with  a  financial  situation  much  different  from  theirs.  It  may  seem  lit- 
tle, but  their  hospitalit)'  confirmed  to  me  my  dignity  and  value  as  a 
person — how  ironic,  though,  considering  that  blind  people  in 
Honduran  socier\'  are  often  rejected  by  their  families,  left  to  beg  or 
to  die.  What  the\'  do  not  often  receive,  they  gave  to  me.  SMM 
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CHRISTIANITY  AND  CULTURE 


COMMON 
GROUND 

Furlong  Lecture  and  Symposium  sheds  light  on  views 
of  Abraham  among  Jews,  Christians  and  Muslims 

By  Julia  Launxtrs  0T6 


^^^  ^^TT"^^  '^-'^^  RE.ULY  MORE  OF  A  FAMILY  REUNION.  AT 
I  I  least,  that's  how  the  participants  at  last  falls 

I  I  Furlong  Symposium  woiJd  like  to  think  of  it. 

I  I  On  October  28  and  29  last  year,  communin' 

J^^        ^M^  members,  students  and  religious  leaders  and 

scholars  had  gathered  to  explore  the  theme  "Abraham's  Light:  A  Con- 
versation among  Jews,  Christians,  and  Muslims."  Taking  seriously 
recent  developments  in  interreligious  dialogue,  speakers  at  the  event 
urged  participants  to  consider  the  figure  of  Abraham  as  a  shared  father 
ot  all  three  monotheistic  religions.  In  a  world  where  we  are  physically 
closer  together  than  ever  before,  and  yet  sometimes  more  ideologically 
apart,  the  familv  metaphor  was  a  welcome  reminder  of  our  relatedness 
and  responsibilities  to  each  other. 

The  Frederick  Furlong  Memorial  Lecture  and  Symposium  at 
St.  Michael's  College  is  sponsored  bv  an  endowment  established  by  Dr. 
"William  O'Hara  7T2  in  memor\' of  Frederick  Fudong  5T1,  an  edu- 
cator, administrator,  historian  and  bibliophile  who  recalled  fondly  his 
days  as  a  student  of  St.  Michael's.  The  fund  specifically  supports  lec- 
tures relating  to  SMC's  Christianit)-  and  Culture  program.  Last  fall's 
choice  of  topic  reflected  the  multi-religious  and  multicultural  face  of 
Toronto.  It  also  reflected  the  College's  commitment —  true  to  its 
Catholic  roots — to  learn  from  others  in  the  communir\-. 

Dr.  Jane  McAulifte,  the  svTnposium's  keynote  speaker  and  a  tormer 
Uofr  smdent  and  professor,  opened  the  program  with  a  lecture  enuded 
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"Abraham  and  the  Culmre  of  Dialogue."  On  the  following  day,  speak- 
ers included  Dr.  Peter  Ochs  and  Dr.  i-\bdulaziz  Sachedina  (see  sidebar), 
with  responses  from  Christianity  and  Culture's  co-ordinator  Dr.  Jennifer 
Harris;  author,  public  speaker  and  journalist  Raheel  Raza;  McMaster 
Universit)''s  Dr.  Kurt  Robinson,  and  Rabbi  Michal  Shekel,  Executive 
Direaor  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Rabbis.  Their  varied  perspectives  pro- 
vided much  fodder  for  later  small-group  and  panel  discussions. 

In  her  kevnote  address,  McAuliffe  reflected  on  why  Abraham  is 
such  a  good  figure  to  draw  Jews,  Christians  and  Muslims  together 
for  conversation.  She  proposed  that  .Abraham  is  a  model  of  faith- 
fulness, family  and  fruitfulness,  values  all  three  religions  share  and 
which  should  also  be  the  result  of  dialogue  between  faiths.  As  such, 
they  provide  excellent  lenses  through  which  to  view  the  story  of  the 
svmposium. 

FAITHFULNESS 

Faithftilness,  or  adherence  to  specific  religious  beliefe,  is  often  blamed 
for  many  of  our  conflicts.  Our  differences  can  seem  far  more  impor- 
tant than  our  similarities.  However,  most  participants  in  the  sympo- 
sium woidd  agree  that  faithfulness  to  both  our  similarities  and  differ- 
ences is  necessarv'.  As  Raza  pointed  out,  "It's  important  to  know  the 
similarities  so  we  can  respect  the  differences."  Each  presenter  spoke 
firom  the  perspective  of  a  particular  faith,  loyal  to  that  tradition's  vision 
of  Abraham.  From  these  different  views  emerged  the  image  of  a  man 
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with  many  qualities  worth  emulating  in  interreligious  dialogue. 

Jews,  Christians  and  Muslims  alike  see  Abraham  as  a  good  exam- 
ple of  how  to  be  faithful.  McAuliffe  spoke  of  Abraham  as  a  master 
of  dialogue  and  debate.  Like  the  participants  at  the  symposium  and 
people  of  faith  everywhere,  Abraham  was  a  believer  who  raised  ques- 
tions. Questioning  opens  us  up  to  those  who  seem  alien.  Encoun- 
tering orhers  can  strengthen  our  commitments. 

This  spirit  of  questioning  and  openness  was  readily  visible  at  the 
symposium.  For  example,  while  Islam  and  Judaism  share  a  common 
respect  for  Abraham,  they  view  the  figures  ot  Hagar  and  Sarah  dif- 
ferently. A  Jewish  symposium  participant  spoke  ot  her  difficulty 
understanding  how  Abraham  could  run  Hagar  out  into  the  desert 
to  fend  for  herself  Her  Muslim  conversation  partner  answered  the 
question  with  ease:  "That  was  Hagar's  test!"  To  her,  it  proved  Hagar's 
faithfulness  and  resilience.  By  being  faithful  to  their  own  traditions, 
these  two  women  provided  each  other  with  a  side  of  the  story  each 
had  not  recognized  before. 

Abraham  also  models  someone  whose  faithfulness  to  God  allowed 
him  to  be  open  to  surprises  and  new  experiences.  In  that  spirit,  the 
symposium  closed  with  a  musical  prayer  service,  in  which  a  com- 
munity member  from  each  faith  sang  a  traditional  song  about  Abra- 


ham, allowing  participants  to  appreciate  the  parts  of  each  other's 
religious  lives  that  go  beyond  intellectual  discussion  and  pulse  at  the 
hearts  of  their  communities. 

FAMILY 

As  well  as  listening  to  learned  lectures,  interreligious  dialogue 
includes  the  opportunity  for  people  to  actually  talk  to  each  other. 
Rabbi  Shekl  later  said  of  the  symposium  that  "the  most  important 
part  of  the  conference  was  not  the  presentations  but  the  discussion 
that  followed... specifically,  the  small  group  discussions  and  even 
just  talking  over  lunch."  Its  not  difficult  to  see  why:  the  sheer  diver- 
sity of  participants  was  astonishing.  Ages  ranged  from  undergradu- 
ate students  to  retired  community  members,  their  reasons  for 
attending  ranging  from  pure  curiosity  to  a  deep  commitment  to 
interreligious  endeavors.  One  Muslim  woman  from  Iran  said  she 
attended  as  many  events  like  these  as  she  could,  explaining,  "1  will 
have  to  go  back  to  Iran  someday,  and  it  is  not  possible  there  to  have 
experiences  like  this  one." 

As  at  any  family  reunion,  however,  there  were  difficulties  and  tan- 
gled histories  to  unravel.  To  the  credit  of  everyone  at  the  Furlong 
Symposium,  polite  discourse  never  overshadowed  the  differences  of 


WHO  IS  ABRAHAM? 

For  Jews,  he  is  the  father  of  the 
nations  through  Isaac  and  the  one  with 
whom  God  made  a  covenant  to  guar- 
antee permanency  in  his  relationship 
with  his  people. 

Christians  adopt  this  ancestry  and 
extend  it,  seeing  in  Abraham  an  exam- 
ple of  someone  whose  faithfulness  to 


the  will  of  God  prefigures  the  faith 
demanded  of  Christians. 

Muslims  trace  their  heritage  back 
to  Abraham  through  Ishmael  and 
understand  him  as  an  example  of 
one  who  was  not  yet  a  Jew  or 
a  Christian,  but  an  upright 
man  who  demonstrated  proper 
submission  to  the  oneness  of  God. 
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opinion.  Our  respective  claims  to  be  under  the  beam  nt   Alii\ili.im's 
Light"  present  real,  recognizable  conflicts. 

In  one  small  group  discussion,  representatives  included  a  French 
Muslim,  a  Muslim  from  Iran,  two  Jews,  a  Baha'i,  a  member  ol  the 
United  Church  and  two  Catholics.  A  member  of  the  Jewish  com- 
munity' began  the  discussion,  stating  provocatively,  "It's  really  hard 
for  Jews  to  hear  Muslims  and  Christians  come  along  and  claim  that 
Abraham  is  their  father  too,  when  he  was  our  father  first.  When  they 
read  their  historv'  back  onto  our  story,  suddenly  it  is  a  different  stor\' 
than  the  one  we  experienced. "  This  surprised  some  of  the  Christians 
and  Muslims,  who  now  nevertheless  had  caught  a  glimpse  at  the 
complexity  of  the  situation  through  Jewish  eyes.  Like  siblings  who 
argue  over  whose  version  of  the  story  is  more  faithflil  to  the  truth, 
members  of  all  three  faiths  brought  their  own  distinct  voices  to  the 
conversation,  for  better  or  for  worse. 

FRUITFULNESS 

Where  do  we  go  from  here?  This  was  the  question  on  the  lips  of 
many  at  the  symposium.  They  wondered  how  they  might  carry  the 
fruits  of  diese  two  days  back  to  their  respective  communities. 
Often  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  scholarlv  discourse  has  any 


direct  bearing  on  real  life.  While  valuing  the  venue  for  conversation, 
many  symposium  participants  questioned  how  often  we  are  likely 
to  engage  with  our  Jewish,  Christian  or  Muslim  neighbours  about 
our  views  of  Abraham.  In  line  at  the  grocery  store?  While  waiting 
for  a  bus?  Are  events  such  as  this  one-time-only  experiences?  Fol- 
lowing the  model  of  Abraham,  whose  faithfulness  to  God  resulted 
in  the  fruitfulness  of  progeny,  we  too  are  called  to  produce  the  fruits 
of  inter-religious  discussions.  The  particular  sort  of  exchange  the 
symposium  made  possible  bears  its  own  distinct  kind  of  fruit. 

Scholarship  is  an  important  part  of  the  quest  to  understand  and 
live  with  our  religious  differences;  it  should  not  remain  in  an  ivory 
tower.  Raza  keenly  emphasized  this  point,  "This  event  affects  me 
directk-  because  1  am  involved  in  Abrahamic  dialogue  at  a  grassroots 
level — more  from  the  heart  than  the  mind.  The  speakers  at  this 
conference  were  able  to  touch  the  mind  and  give  logical  and 
practical  suggestions  about  where  and  how  in  our  scriptures  we  are 
similar  and  where  we  can  learn  to  respect  our  differences."  Rabbi 
Shekel  agreed,  "I  hope  we  can  continue  this  in  the  future  by 
using  a  common  text  or  theme  as  the  starting  point,  as  we  did  at 
this  conference." 

Perhaps  one  can  suggest  then  that  the  true  fruitfulness  of  the 
symposium  lay  in  the  widened  horizon  with  which  each  person  left. 
From  this  new  perspective,  even  daily  encounters  at  the  grocery  store 
can  look  different.  "I  took  away  the  feeling  that  I  was  really  under  Abra- 
ham's tent,"  Raza  remarked,  "and  that  we  were  all  working  for  peace 
between  our  traditions. "  Both  in  spite  of  and  in  light  of  our  differences, 
the  figure  of  Abraham  reminds  us  that  we  are  all  in  this  together  SMM 

PERCENTAGES  OF  JEWS, 
CHRISTIANS  AND  MUSLIMS 

In  Ontario  (%  of  population*) 
Muslim  5%    Jewish  3.5%    Christian  68% 

*  according  to  2001  Census  Report. 

Worldwide  (%  of  population) 
Muslim  21%    Jewish  0.22%    Christian  33% 


Jane  McAuliffe  is  Dean  and  Professor  in 
the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  George- 
town University,  Washington,  DC,  and  a 
senior  fellow  at  the  Center  for  Muslim- 
Christian  Understanding.  Her  publica- 
tions include  The  Cambridge  Companion 
to  the  Qur'an  and  the  six-volume  Ency- 
dopadeia  of  the  Qur'an,  the  first  such 

reference  work  in  Western  languages. 


Peter  Ochs  is  Professor  of  Modern 
Judaic  Studies  at  the  University 
of  Virginia  and  co-founder  of  the 
Society  for  Scriptural  Reasoning. 
His  publications  include  Another 
Reformation:  Postliberal  Christianity 
and  the  Jews;  The  Jewish-Christian 
Schism  Revisited,  and  Christianity 
in  Jewish  Terms. 


Abdulaziz  Sachedina  is  Professor  of 

Religious  Studies  at  the  University  of 
Virginia.  He  has  lectured  widely  in  East 
Africa,  India,  Pakistan,  Europe  and  the 
Middle  East.  His  publications  include: 
The  Just  Ruler  in  Shi'ite  Islam;  The 
Islamic  Roots  of  Democratic  Pluralism; 
The  Islamic  World:  Past  and  Present; 
Islamic  Messianism. 
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Glass  Ceiling;s 

An  SMC  alumnus  and  his  family's  century-old  firm  create     ^^  ^ 
monumental  new  works  for  the  Basilica  of  the  National  Shrine 
of  the  Immaculate  Conception  in  Washington  D.C. 

By  Lorraine  M.  Williams  5T3 


"Y"  "^|k  ■^'  Ai'RiL,  WHEN  Pope 
I  l^k  I  Benedict  XVI  visits 
I  I  ^^1  the  United  States,  a 
^L.  JL.  ^  St.  Michael's  alum- 
nus, Viggo  Rambusch  5T3,  will  have  a  role 
in  the  ceremony.  Rambusch  and  his  col- 
leagues have  recendy  completed  the  mosaic 
in  the  Incarnation  Dome  of  the  Basilica  of 
the  National  Shrine  of  the  Immaculate 
Conception  in  Washington,  D.C,  where 
His  Holiness  will  celebrate  Mass. 

Financed  mainly  by  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  and  dedicated  last  November, 
this  nave  dome  contains  2.4  million  tiles  of 
coloured  glass  and  rises  100  feet  above  the 
Basilicas  marble  floor.  It  depicts  such  scenes 
as  the  Annunciation,  the  Nativity,  the  Wed- 
ding Feast  at  Cana  and  the  Transfiguration. 
Rambusch  designed  and  oversaw  the  entire 
fabrication  in  Italy.  His  firm  had  completed 
the  Basilica's  first  nave  dome,  the  Redemp- 
tion Dome,  in  2005.  Both  domes  measure 
60  feet  in  diameter. 

The  Basilica's  domes  were  hardly  the 
Rambusch  firm's  first  work  on  the 
National  Shrine.  In  1930,  they  con- 
tributed to  its  first  chapel,  dedicated  to 
Our  Lady  of  Lourdes.  Since  then,  they've 
designed  and  fabricated  stained  glass  win- 
dows, lighting  fixtures,  murals  and  more. 
Nor  will  the  Papal  Mass  be  Viggo 
Rambusch's  first  brush  with  prominent 
public  ceremonies.  Another  happened  in 
June  2006,  with  the  unveiling  of  the 
memorial  to  the  Manhattan  firefighters 
who  perished  at  the  World  Trade  Center 
on  September  1 1 ,  200 1 .  The  Rambusch 
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Viggo  Rambusch  (top  photo)  and  two 

views  of  his  firm's  bronze  memorial  to  the 

firefighters  at  The  World  Trade  Centre 


firm  had  created  the  bronze  relief, 
described  by  The  New  York  Times  as 
"bold,  literal,  almost  neo-classical." 

A  liturgical  artist  and  restoration  spe- 
cialist, Rambusch  says  he  felt  "touched 
and  honoured "  to  be  chosen  for  the  com- 
mission. In  creating  it,  he  was  inspired  by 
values  inculcated  at  St.  Michael's.  Ram- 
busch was  one  of  scores  of  American  stu- 
dents who  enrolled  in  the  College's  West- 
ern Course  in  the  1 940s  and  50s — a  year 
that  gave  them  an  equivalency  to  Grade 
13,  then  the  entrance  requirement  for 
Uofr.  "I  chose  St.  Mike's  because  1  liked 
the  idea  of  a  Catholic  education  in  a  .sec- 
ular university,"  says  Rambusch,  "some- 
thing like  Cardinal  Newman's  concept." 

During  his  years  at  the  College,  he  was 
very  active  in  student  organizations:  Pres- 
ident of  St.  Michael's  Student  Administra- 
tive Council  (SAC),  a  representative  on 
UofT's  SAC  and  NFCUS  (National  Fed- 
eration of  Canadian  University  Students) 
and  also  Captain  of  the  Debating  Club. 

The  American-based  firm,  founded 
1 08  years  ago  by  Rambusch's  grandfather, 
has  won  acclaim  in  both  the  U.S.  and 
Canada.  Specializing  in  decorative  metal 
work,  stained  glass  and  lighting,  its  Cana- 
dian clients  include  several  Catholic 
churches,  Markham's  Slovak  Church  of 
the  Transfiguration,  for  example — whose 
Byzantine  Mother  and  Child  is  composed 
of  five  million  miniature  tiles — the  Cana- 
dian Senate  Chamber  and  the  chapel  of 
the  Cardinal  Flahiff  Basilian  Centre,  on 
the  SMC  campus.  The  firm's  most  recent 
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"Moses"  detail  from  the  Transiguration  scene  of  the  Incarnation  dome 
shows  the  sublety  of  line  and  texture  possible  with  glass  mosaic 


Canadian  projects  have  been  a  splendid 
lighting  installation  tor  the  main  con- 
course in  Calgary's  airport,  lighting  for 
the  airports  of  Toronto  and  Winnipeg 
and  for  Alberta's  Jubilee  Auditorium. 

Producing  a  memorial  to  the  9/ 1 1  fire- 
fighters required  great  sensitivity  and 
creativity.  Measuring  56  feet  in  length 
and  eight  feet  tall,  the  bronze  bas-relief  is 
dedicated  to  the  343  dead  firefighters 
from  10  House,  the  home  of  Engine 
Company  10/Ladder  Company  10,  located 
directly  across  Liberty  Street  from  the 
World  Trade  Center. 

Wlien  the  firm  was  first  approached,  the 


Viggo  Rambusch  (left)  and  architect  Tony 

Segreti  inspect  the  mosaics  close-up, 

100  feet  above  the  nave  floor 


vision  was.'  So  from  that  point  on,  we 
had  our  direction." 

The  project,  which  took  close  to  three 
years  to  complete,  is  mounted  on  the  brick 
ourer  wall  of  Engine  Company  10/Ladder 
Company  10.  The  upper  part  of  the 
memorial  consists  of  three  panels.  The  mid- 
dle section  depicts  the  two  towers  at  the 
instant  the  second  plane  hit.  The  two  end 
sections  show  firefighters  laying  down  hose 
lines,  washing  their  faces  at  a  hydrant,  a  fire- 
boat  on  the  horizon.  Everything  is  in 
perfect  detail,  down  to  the  equipment 
firefighters  carry  and  the  uniforms  they 
wear.  Below  the  three  panels,  a  bronze  strip 


firefighters  were  interested  in  a  display  case  for  memorabilia  related  to       is  inscribed  with  the  fallen  firefighters'  names. 

the  tragedy  "I  told  them,  we  don't  do  display  cases,"  says  Rambusch.  "One  of  the  most  memorable  incidents  occurred  just  before  the  fire- 

"For  one  thing,  they're  eventually  subjected  to  vandalism."  The  officials        men  affixed  the  right  hand  p,mel",  Rambusch  recalls.  "One  firefighter 


asked  what  he  might  suggest. 

"Immediately  there  sprang  to  my  mind  Trajan's  column  in  Rome. 
Part  of  it  is  a  big  bronze  bas-relief  depicting  this  Roman  emperor's 
conquests.  I  met  with  Captain  Harry  Meyers  and  his  team  and 
we  talked  for  two  hours.  As  we  talked,  my  associate  Joseph  Oddi  was 
making  sketches,  attempting  to  capture  the  ideas  we  were  tossing 
around.  Captain  Meyers  asked  what  he  was  doing.  When  Joe 
told  him.  Captain  Meyers  asked  to  see  the  sketches.  When  he  looked 
at  them,  tears  came  to  his  eyes.  'That  captures  exactly  what  our 


spontaneously  wrote  a  note  on  the  back  of  that  section  addressed  to  a 
dead  buddy.  Within  minutes  all  the  firemen  present  had  written  their 
own  personal  messages  there.  Then  that  section  was  affixed  to  the  wall, 
with  those  messages  never  to  be  viewed  by  any  one  else  again.  It  was  a 
very  emotional  day." 

The  Pap;il  Mass  in  April  will  be  another  one.  'Viggo  R,imbusch's  fel- 
low SMC  alumni  will  be  forgiven  if,  every  now  and  then  during  the 
TV  coverage,  they  let  their  attention  be  drawn  to  the  soaring  mosaic 
domes  created  by  their  schoolmate's  firm.  SMM 
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Right  Words 


Celtic  Studies'  first  Artist-in-Residence 

meets  budding  SMC  authors 

By  Amy  Stupavsky  0T8 


TUPAVSKT.  StU-PAV-SKY,"  SAYS  BERNARD  MACLAVER'n'  IN  his 
gentle  Irish  Hit,  rolling  my  surname  around  in  his  mouth  as 
he  scribbles  it  in  a  notebook.  "That's  a  great  name.  I  should 
use  it  in  one  of  my  books."  I  was  flattered,  to  be  sure,  when  I  met 
MacLaverty  in  his  Odette  Hall  office  last  October.  But  the  real, 
inspirational  benefit  went  to  the  St.  Michael's  community,  which 
enjoyed  the  wisdom  of  this  acclaimed  Irish 
author's  working  mind  for  a  month. 

MacLaverty  was  on  campus  to  kick  off  the 
Celtic  Studies'  new  Artist-in-Residence  Pro- 
gram, sponsored  by  the  Ireland  Eund  of 
Canada.  He  had  jumped  at  the  chance  to  come 
to  Toronto.  "I  suppose  it  was  selfishness,"  he 
says.  "If  someone  asks  you  to  come  to  Rome, 
do  a  minimum  of  work,  and  have  your  lover 
come  with  you,  you  wouldn't  say  no,  would 
you?  It's  almost  like  a  holiday,  but  a  literary 
directed  holiday. " 

Except  it  wasn't  exactly  a  holiday.  With  its 
continual  stream  of  public  readings,  interviews 
and  workshops,  his  schedule  read  like  a  busy 
dance  card.  In  his  own  words,  MacLaverty 's 
four  weeks  on  campus  were  "like  a  lightning 
strike,  coming  in  and  going  out  again. " 
Between  readings  and  workshops,  he  had  to 
find  time  to  meet  with  students  and  discuss 
their  writing. 

MacLaverty  doubts  that  creative  writing 
can  be  taught,  but  through  mentorship  he 
sets  young  writers  in  the  right  direction. 
"What  I  do  here  is  individual  consultancies. 
That  makes  me  sound  like  a  doctor, "  he 
chuckles,  "but  I  offer  feedback.  It's  not  so 
much  what  the  students  ask  me,  but  what 
I  tell  them.  I  tend  to  be  a  talkative  kind  of 
person.  I  suppose  it's  a  fault  in  me,  but  I 
try  to  react  positively  to  their  work  and  to 
make  suggestions." 

He  stresses  the  importance  of  persistence, 
effort  and  patience  to  fledgling  writers,  liken- 
ing the  writing  process  to  a  series  of  "shallow 


BERNARD  MACLAVERTY 


Born  in  Belfast,  Bernard  MacLaverty  lives 
in  Glasgow  with  his  wife  Madeline  and 
their  four  children.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Aosdana  Irish  Arts  Council  and  Visiting 
ProfessorA/Vriter  at  the  University  of 
Strathclyde.  He  currently  teaches  post- 
graduate-level creative  writing  at  the 
University  of  Aberdeen. 

He  has  published  five  collections  of 
short  stories  and  four  novels  and  has 
adapted  much  of  his  fiction  for  radio, 
television  and  film.  His  novels  include 
Lamb  (1980),  Cal  (1983)  and  Grace 
Notes  (1997),  which  was  nominated  for 
the  Booker  Prize.  His  most  recent  work 
is  a  collection  of  short  stories.  Matters 
of  Life  and  Death  (2006). 

He  has  also  written  and  directed 
the  short  film  Bye-Child,  and  written 
the  libretto  for  a  short  opera  entitled 
The  King's  Conjecture,  to  be  performed 
at  Glasgow's  Five:  75  opera  festival  in 
March  2008. 


Steps."  Writing  doesn't  reveal  its  fruit  immediately.  After  all,  there  was 
a  17-year  gap  between  MacLaverty's  leaving  school  and  his  first  book. 
"I've  seen  some  flashes  of  talent  here,  but  it's  fiirther  down  the  line  that 
talent  really  suggests  itself,"  he  explains.  "You  can't  expect  to  go  out  on 
to  the  tennis  coun  and  win  the  game  the  first  time.  You  have  to  develop 
your  craft." 

"The  way  a  writer  works  is  to  go  along  through  life  like  a  Hoover. 
Every  experience  will  be  a  possibility  for  fiaion,"  he  says.  "I  started  by 
writing  things  down  and  keeping  notebooks  of  sights  and  sounds,  of 
things  that  amused  me,  eventually  incorporating  them  into  stories." 

His  best  advice  for  budding  authors  is  to  read  as  much  as  possi- 
ble. "Choose  a  favourite  author  and  emulate  the  writing.  Make  it 
your  own,  but  not  to  the  extent  that  you  re  in  court  for  plagiarism. " 
He  cites  James  Joyce  as  an  influence,  but  it  was  Fyodor  Dostoevsky 
who  piqued  his  interest  in  fiction  writing.  "My  Great  Aunt  Mary 
read  me  Enid  Blyton  books  at  bedtime  as  a  child,  but  I  really  had- 
n't read  a  book  until  I  was  18  and  someone  gave  me  The  Brothers 
Karamazov.  1  read  it  for  months  and  months, 
and  I  was  transported  to  nineteenth-century 
Russia.  It  was  a  transformative  experience." 

As  his  time  in  Toronto  came  to  a  close,  I 
asked  how  he  had  enjoyed  his  time  at  St. 
Michael's.  He  was  eager  to  sing  its  praises.  "It's 
very  warm,  and  I  don't  mean  that  they've 
turned  the  heating  up, "  he  says.  "It  seems  to  be 
an  all-embracing,  welcoming  department,  and 
I'm  delighted  with  it.  Also  physically,  there's 
great  art  on  the  walls, "  referring  to  the  Dono- 
van Collection,  "which  makes  it  a  very  pleas- 
ant environment." 

He  pauses  for  a  moment,  gazing  out  the 
window  of  his  Odette  Hall  office.  "Toronto  is 
a  beautiful  city.  And  St.  Michael's  itself  is  a 
lovely  wee  jewel  of  a  campus  in  the  midst  of 
high-rise  capitalism." 

MacLavertv  enjoyed  walking  in  Queen's  Park, 
soaking  up  the  atmosphere,  perhaps  finding  a 
seed  of  inspiration  for  his  next  project.  He  told 
me  about  the  things  he  had  noticed:  a  wasp's 
nest  dangling  on  a  tree  and  the  droves  of  squir- 
rels frolicking  on  the  grass  (an  imcommon  sight 
for  someone  from  Ireland).  "I  love  the  wiggly 
black  squirrels.  They  remind  me  of  this  little 
symbol,"  he  said,  pointing  to  the  tilde  on  his 
computer  keyboard. 

The  mind  clicks:  Its  this  perceptiveness,  the 
ability  to  make  connections,  to  make  mundane 
aspects  of  life  somehow  important,  that  sets  the 
master  apart  from  the  neoph\^e.  Now  I'll  just 
have  to  wait  and  see  if  my  last  name  or  the 
Queens  Park  squirrels  show  up  in  some  future 
MacLavertv  book.  SMM 
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A  Scholarship  in 
Honour  of  Barry  Brown 


By  Michael  Vertin 


IN 


2006,  A  TUITION  SCHOL\R- 
ship  was  established  in  the 
University  of  Toronto's 
Department  of  Philosophy  by  ethica 
Clinical  Research  Incorporated  to 
honour  Professor  Barry  Brown  for 
his  many  years  of  service  to  the  disci- 
pline of  bioethics.  Conceived  by  Dr. 
Janice  Parente,  founder  and  Manag- 
ing Director  oi  ethica^  the  scholarship 
is  worth  $5,000  annually  and  is 
intended  for  an  undergraduate  in 
bioethics.  The  first  recipient,  Bernice 
Duan,  a  third-year  student  at  Uni- 
versity College,  is  pursuing  a  double 
major  in  bioethics  and  toxicology. 
After  graduation  she  hopes  to  under- 
take specialized  studies  in  either 
medicine  or  law. 

Barry  Brown  began  teaching  at  St. 
Michael's  in  the  1960s  as  a  member 
of  the  SMC  Department  of  Philosophy.  A  life- 
long interest  in  practical  matters  disposed  him 
toward  not  only  medieval  metaphysics  but  also 
current  ethics.  In  1971,  along  with  Professor 
Abbyann  Lynch,  he  created  an  undergraduate 
half-course  entitled  "Morality,  Medicine,  and 
the  Law,"  in  retrospect  the  first  seed  of  what 
would  eventually  blossom  into  today's  exten- 
sive undergraduate  and  graduate  bioethics 
enterprise  at  the  University  of  Toronto. 

Professors  Lynch  and  Brown  were  quick 
to  build  on  the  success  of  that  course.  Their 
subsequent  offerings  brought  ethical  reflection 
to  bear  on  such  diverse  medical  and  legal  issues 
as  death  and  dying  in  general,  suicide,  euthana- 
sia, abortion,  sterilization,  reproductive  tech- 
nologies and  genetics,  mental  illness,  the  right 
to  health  care,  discontinuation  of  treatment, 
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Professor  emeritus  of  Philosophy  Barry  Brown  was 

a  founding  board  member  of  USMC's  Canadian 

Catholic  Bioethics  Institute.  He  remains  a  member  of 

the  Advisory  Council  and  frequent  guest  lecturer 


Dr.  Janice  Parente,  Managing 
Director  of  ethica,  which  sponsors 
the  Barry  Brown  Scholarship,  is  the 

daughter  of  John  Parente  5T3 


and  research  using  human  subjects. 
Both  professors  remained  teachers 
and  administrators  in  the  rapidly 
expanding  area  of  bioethics  alter 
the  197S  integration  of  the  College 
Department  of  Philosophy  into 
the  Uofr.  They  helped  implement 
an  undergraduate  bioethics  minor, 
then  a  major  and  finally  a  specialist 
program.  Professor  Brown  continued 
as  co-ordinator  of  the  undergrad- 
uate bioethics  programs  at  UofT 
until  1999. 

He  took  official  retirement  in 
1999,  but  his  service  to  bioethics  has 
continued  unabated.  He  conducted 
two  graduate  courses  in  bioethics 
at  the  Joint  Centre  for  Bioethics 
at  Uofr.  He  served  as  a  member 
of  the  Health  Professions  Regulatory 
Advisory  Council  of  Ontario  from 
1998  to  2006,  and,  in  2006-2007,  as  a 
member  of  the  Department  of  National 
Defence  Advisory  Committee  on  the  Herbi- 
cide Spraying  Program  at  Canadian  Forces 
Base  Gagetown,  N.B. 

For  the  past  1  1  years  he  has  also  played  an 
important  role  at  ethica  Clinical  Research 
Incorporated,  including,  since  1996,  Chair 
of  the  company's  Research  Ethics  Board, 
which  provides  ethical  reviews  of  clinical 
trials  that  use  human  subjects,  ethica  is  a 
contract  research  organization  based  in 
Montreal  that  conducts  and  manages  clinical 
trials  of  pharmaceutical  products,  biologies, 
medical  devices  and  natural  health  products. 

Michael  Vertin  is  Prof essor  emerkus. 
Philosophy,  USMC 


Honoris  Causa 


in: 


The  Chancellor's  Party,  Convocation  of  the  University  of  St.  Michael's  College, 

3  November  2007,  St.  Basil's  Collegiate  Church.  Left  to  right:  the  Rev.  Daniel 

Donovan,  Professor  emeritus,  USMC;  Marilyn  Elphick,  Director  of  Chaplaincy 

Services,  USMC;  Susan  Pfeiffer,  Vice-Provost  of  Graduate  Eciucation  and 

Dean  of  the  School  of  Graduate  Studies,  University  of  Toronto;  the 

Rev.  Thomas  F.  O'Meara,  O.P,  D.D.;  the  Most  Rev.  Thomas  Collins,  D.D., 

Archbishop  of  Toronto  and  Chancellor  of  USMC;  Mariel  O'Neill-Karch,  D.U.; 

Richard  Alway,  President  of  USMC;  Thomas  Reilly,  D.S.Litt.;  Michael  Attridge, 

Director  of  Basic  Degree  Programs,  Faculty  of  Theology  USMC;  Sister  Anne 

Anderson  CSJ,  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Theology;  Friar  Darren  Dias,  O.R; 

Yves  Roberge,  Acting  Principal,  SMC 


i  November  2007,  Mariel 
O'Neill-Karch  received  the 
degree  Doctor  of  the  University,  honoris 
causa,  in  recognition  of  her  many  con- 
tributions to  St  Michael's  as  a  faculty 
member  and  as  a  generous  supporter  of 
the  Kelly  Library,  and  to  the  wider 
Uofr  in  her  capacity  as  Principal  of 
Wbodsworth  College.  The  Rev.  Thomas 
O'Meara,  O.P.,  received  the  degree 
Doctor  of  Divinity,  honoris  caiisa,  in 
recognition  of  his  record  of  service  to 
the  Church,  to  high  scholarship  and 
to  academia  in  general  and  society  as 
a  whole  in  the  course  of  his  career  as  a 
theologian  of  world  renown.  Thomas 
Reilly  received  the  degree  Doctor  of 
Sacred  Letters,  honoris  causa,  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  exemplary  contribution 
as  a  lay  leader  to  the  mission  of  the 
Church  in  Canada  and  in  particular 
to  Catholic  education,  as  an  educator 
and  senior  administrator. 


Spanish  Honours 


USMC  Professor  emerita  Jill  Webster,  last  November  received  the  decoration  Encomienda  de  la  Orden  del  Merita  Civil  m 

recognition  of  her  contribution  to  the  image  of  Spain  in  Canada.  The  honour  was  conferred  on  Professor  Webster  in  Ottawa 

by  the  Spanish  Ambassador  to  Canada,  His  Excellency  Mariano  Alonso-Buron,  representing  His  Majest)'  King  Juan  Carlos  L 

Professor  Webster,  still  a  familiar  figure  on  campus,  was  a  Fellow  of  St.  Michael's  in  the  Department  oi  Spanish 

and  Portuguese  from  1979  until  her  retirement  in  1999.  SMM 


St.  Michael's  Spring  2008  29 


Bulletin  Board 


_^^|jLi     JSM 

1 

Sisters  of  Loretto  celebrate:  30 

September  '07  was  a  day  of  cele- 
bration at  Loretto  Abbey,  Toronto, 
as  several  Loretto  Sisters  (IBVM) 
marked  their  50^^  anniversary 
of  vows  in  the  Community 
Among  them  were  SMC  grads: 
Srs.  Caroline  Dawson  6T2, 
Angela  McAuliffe  6T3,  Shiela 
Smith  6T3;  involved  in  various 
capacities  in  the  ceremony  were 
Connie  Price,  MDiv  8T7,  and 
Loretto  Sisters:  Evanne  Hunter 
6T3  (Loretto  Sisters  Canadian 
Provincial),  Mary  Mallany  6T7, 
Jane  McDonnel  6T9,  Anne 
Murray  6T9,  Ursula  Witkowska 
8T8.    Between  1971  and  1987, 
Sr.  Caroline  Dawson  received 
an  MDiv  degree  and  served 
St.  Michael's  in  various  offices: 
Dean  of  Loretto  College,  Assistant 
to  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty 
of  Theology,  Director  of 
the  Theological  Field 
Education  Program. 

Dr.  Richard  Alway  6T2,  D.Litt. 
(Hon.)  8T9,  after  1 8  years  as 
President  of  the  University  of  St. 
>;   Michael's  College,  will  retire  from 
§  that  office  30  June '08  (see  p.  10.) 

o 

o   Sr.  Mary  Alban  Bouchard  CSJ 

o 

£   6T2  reports  from  Port-au-Prince, 


"Bulletin  Board"  publishes  pertinent  information  received  about 
developments  in  the  lives  of  St.  Michael's  alumni.  Thank  you  for  the 
contributions  you  have  made.  Please  keep  the  "newsbits"  coming; 
the  effectiveness  of  "Bulletin  Board"  depends  on  YOU! 
By  Father  Robert  Madden  CSB  5T2  robert.madden@utoronto.ca 


2007  CAN/AM  Boozer  Brown  Golf  Tournament:  For  several  years,  some  Canadian  and  U.S.  alumni  have 
faced  off  on  "border  links"  competing  for  the  tournament  trophy  Among  the  regulars — and  the  '07  win- 
ners—were Ray  Shady  7T1,  Fr.  Tim  Horan  7T1,  Peter  Sear  7T3  and  Bob  Roney  6T9 


Haiti,  "With  my  Haitian  team,  I  am 
taking  to  air,  land  and  sea  doing 
training  youth  workshops  based  on 
the  series  of  16  booklets  in  Kreyol 
on  "Building  a  Culture  of  Peace" 
that  I  published."  The  workshops 
and  booklets  have  been  welcomed 
in  Port-au-Pnnce  itself  and  over  ten 
other  locations  in  Haiti,  as  an  alter- 
native to  violence. 

Daniel  9T7  and  Kathy  van  Driel 
Bader  0T1  welcomed  a  baby  boy, 
Daniel  Thomas,  10  May '07.  Kathy 


and  the  two  Daniels  live  in  Toronto. 

Most  Rev.  William  Patrick 
Callahan  OFM  (Conv)  MDiv  7T6 

was  installed  as  the  Auxiliary  Bishop 
of  Milwaukee,  Wl,  21  Dec.  '07. 

Peter  9T2  and  Angela 
Nikolakakos  Carayiannis  9T5 

announce  the  arrival  of  their  first 
child,  a  son,  George  Peter 
Nikolakakos  Carayiannis,  born  12 
October  '07.  They  report  that 
George  "came  into  the  world  at  a 


spunky  Bibs  4ozs  and  announced 
his  arrival  loudly  and  with  enthusi- 
asm." Peter  and  Angela  are  pursu- 
ing legal  careers  in  Toronto. 

Larry  Cimino  7T3,  after  serving 
for  32  years  in  vanous  administra- 
tive positions,  including  Manager- 
Neuroscience,  with  Eli  Lilly  and 
Company  has  taken  retirement  as 
of  31  Dec  '07    Larry  plans,  in  his 
words,  "to  reinvent  myself  as  a 
consultant  in  the  field  of  global 
mental  health  advocacy,  policy  and 
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health  systems  transformation." 
The  Ciminos  live  in  Carmel,  IN. 

Marianne  Corigliano  8T7  is 

Director,  Business  Development,  for 
Dynamic  Hospitality  &  Entertainment 
Group  in  Toronto.  Mananne  and 
her  husband,  Frank  Franco,  have,  as 
she  reports,  "two  beautiful  daugh- 
ters, Alessandra,  who  is  three,  and 
Isabella,  who  is  two  " 

Kathy  Dembroski  5T6  was  hon- 
oured for  her  many  contributions 
over  the  years  to  the  Toronto 
Botanical  Gardens  at  its  June 
women-only  "Eco  Chic"  garden 
party  George  and  Kathy  continue 
to  enjoy  the  extended  family  con- 
tacts and  glorying  in  their  5  grand- 
children! The  family  lives  in  Toronto. 

Anthony  7T4  and  Janice 
Oconnor  Dobranowski  7T2  are 

enjoying  a  very  active  retirement. 
After  his  final  position  as  Vice- 
President  of  Magna  International 
Inc.,  Tony  is  now  involved  in  part- 
time  consulting  work  and  continues 
as  a  member  of  vanous  boards  of 
directors.  Janice  continues  her  vol- 
unteer work  at  Doane  Hospital  in 
Newmarket,  ON,  and  teaches  yoga 
at  vanous  locales.  Tony  and  Janice 
have  four  daughters,  the  youngest 
of  whom  IS  completing  her  BA 
degree  at  Dalhousie  University  in 
Halifax,  NS. 

Tom  Flynn  5T2,  retired  Maj.  Gen. 
USA,  and  his  wife,  Alice,  celebrat- 
ed their  50^"  wedding  anniversary 
30  Nov  '07  with,  in  Tom's  words, 
"a  Coke  and  a  piece  of  cake." 
Tom  and  Alice  live  in  Ellicott  City, 
Maryland.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren, Michael,  Mary,  Timothy, 
Mark  and  Lisa. 

Fr.  H.  B.  Gardner  CSB  5T4  is  sta- 
tioned at  Frassati  House,  the  Basilian 
Scholasticate  in  Toronto,  serving  as 
treasurer,  assisting  the  Master  of 
Scholastics,  Fr.  Terry  Kersch  CSB 


MDiv  0T1,  former  Pastor  of  St. 
Basil's  pansh  and  St.  Michael's 
College  Chaplain.  Fr  Gardner  had 
been  stationed  at  Assumption 
University,  Windsor,  ON. 

Darlene  Gustin  MD  8T7  is  a 

Naturopathic  Doctor,  practicing  in 
Oakville,  ON,  specializing  in  cancer 
therapies.  Darlene  and  her  husband 
Gordon  Kresic  have  three  children, 
Michael,  Katalina  and  Daniella. 

Michelene  Uriocker  Hauber  9T2 

and  her  husband,  Peter,  welcomed 
their  fourth  child,  Malcolm  Edward, 
5  September  '07,  a  little  brother  for 
Ian,  7,  Thomas  5,  and  Simon  3. 
The  Haubers  live  in  St.Cathannes, 
ON,  where  Michelene,  now  on 
maternity  leave,  will  return  in 
September  '08  to  her  Guidance 
and  Student  Success  position  at  St. 
Francis  Catholic  Secondary  School 
in  the  Niagara  Catholic  District 
School  Board.  Michelene  reports 
that  "any  references  to  producing  a 
hockey  team  are  met  with,  'We 
have  a  curling  team,  which  is  good 
enough  for  me.'  " 

Josee  Landriault  9T4  has  left  the 
Dufferin  Peel  Catholic  School 
Distnct  and  joined  the  Conseil 
Scolaire  Catholique  Centre  Sud  to 
take  the  position  of  Vice-Principal 
at  Ecole  elemantaire  Ste-Jeanne 
d'Arc  in  Brampton,  ON.  Josee,  her 
husband  Michael  Demelo,  and  their 
children,  Alexander  and  Richard, 
live  in  Georgetown,  ON 

Irene  Laskowski  9T0,  an  Officer 
in  the  Canadian  Forces,  received 
her  MBA  from  the  University  of 
Guelph  and  served  with  the  Dept. 
of  National  Defense  at  the 
National  Defense  Headquarters, 
Ottawa.   Irene  reports  that  "fol- 
lowing a  wonderful  year  at  home 
with  her  second  child",  she  has 
been  posted  to  the  Canadian 
Forces  Base,  Halifax,  NS  as  the 
Food  Services  Officer   Irene  and 


(L  to  r;)  Kurt  Metzler,  Geff  Cobham,  Susan  Adam  Metzler,  Erin 
Metzler,  Adam  Metzler,  Nicole  Mascarenhas 

Susan  Adam  Metzler  7T4  once  again  organized  and  hosted  a 
wonderfully  successful  mini-reunion  of  late  '60's  early  '70's  era 
Western  Course  students  and  their  spouses  and  friends  on  Sunday, 
2  September  '07.  The  group,  numbering  about  40,  gathered  in  the 
late  afternoon  for  a  BBQ  in  the  courtyard  area  outside  the  COOP  at 
St.  Michael's.  People  came  from  far  and  wide,  and  again,  a  good 
time  was  had  by  all  with  lots  of  joyful  reuniting  and  reminiscing. 
Space  does  not  allow  for  full  coverage  of  the  event,  but  you  can 
consult  the  St.  Michael's  website  (www.utoronto.ca/stmikes)  for 
the  names  of  those  who  attended  and  some  pictures.  Thank  you, 
Susan  &  Kurt,  for  all  your  work! 


her  husband,  Ron  Bishop,  also 
have  a  daughter,  Olivia. 

Fr.  Owen  Lee  CSB  5T3  is  seeing 
his  latest  book  (written  in  a  busy 
retirement!)  through  the  press.  In 
June  '07,  Fr  Lee  and  other  Basilian 
Fathers  joined  in  the  SO^'^  anniver- 
sary of  their  phestly  ordination. 
SMCers  celebrating  with  him  were 
Richard  Elmer  5T2,  John  Flore 
STB  and  Rocco  Voipe  5T2 
(recently  deceased).  Fr.  Kenneth 
Decker  6TI,  Superior  General  of 
the  Basilian  Fathers,  was  Pnncipal 
Celebrant  at  the  concelebrated 
Mass  of  Thanksgiving  in  the  chapel 
of  the  Cardinal  Flahiff  Basilian 
Centre,  Toronto. 

Lorenzo  Lis!  8T5,  former  partner 
with  McCarthy  Tetrault,  has  accept- 
ed a  partnership  with  the  Toronto 
law  firm  Sherrard  Kuzz, 
Employment  and  Labour  Lawyers. 
Lorenzo,  his  wife,  Robin,  and  their 
three  boys,  Domenic,  1 3,  Dante, 
10,  and  Damien,  7,  live  in 
Scarborough,  ON,  The  boys  are  in 


St.  Brendan's  elementary  school; 
Domenic  will  begin  high  school  in 
fall  '08.  Robin  has  taken  time  off 
from  her  position  as  Social  Worker 
to  devote  all  her  time  to  the  family 
and  home,  which  means  she  is 
busier  than  ever! 

Christine  Mader  7T9,  MDiv  STB, 

formerly  coordinator  of  Vita  Nova/ 
Lay  Formation  for  the  Diocese  of 
Prince  Albert,  SK,  is  now  Director  of 
Liturgy  and  Adult  Formation  for  the 
Diocese  of  Calgary,  AB.  Chns  is 
also  a  regular  contributor  to  the 
Sunday  scripture  reflections  in 
Living  with  Christ,  published  by 
Novalis  Press  of  Ottawa. 

Dr.  Katherlne  (Katie)  Martin 

MD  9T7  and  Ryan  Collins,  an  engi- 
neer, were  married  in  August  06. 
Katie  received  her  medical  degree 
from  the  University  of  Western 
Ontano,  did  her  pediatnc  training 
(FRCPC)  at  Dalhousie  University  in 
Halifax,  NS,  and  completed  her 
training  in  pediatnc  nephrology  at 
the  University  of  Toronto  in  The 
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Hospital  for  Sick  Children.  She  has 
accepted  a  position  as  a  Staff 
Pediatric  Nephrologist  at  the 
University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor, 
Ml,  In  the  CS  Mott  Children's 
Hospital.  Katie's  sister  Jeanne 
graduated  in  Science  from 
SMC/UofT  in  0T5. 

Michael  9T4  and  Grace  McSorley 
McCarthy  9T5  welcomed  their 
first  child,  Joseph  Patnck  McCarthy, 
6  lbs  15oz,  18  October '07  in 
St.  Michael's  Hospital,  Toronto, 


Michael,  Grace  and  now  Joseph 
Patrick  live  in  Toronto,  where 
Mike  IS  Director  of  Strategy  at 
Roynat  Capital.  Grace  will  be 
taking  maternity  leave  from  her 
position  as  in-house  counsel  for  the 
Canadian  Impenal  Bank  of 
Commerce,  SMC  Professor  Emeritus 
Harry  McSorley  and  his  wife,  Clare, 
report  that  they  are  "very  happy 
first-time  grandparents!" 

Anne  Doyle  McClure  6T8  and 

her  husband  Dave  were  evacuated 


Peter  Devlin  9T1  and  Nitung  (Natalie)  Liao  (International  Relations/ 
Law,  Georgetown  U,  2001)  were  married  27  October  '07  in  the  Ave 
Maria  Chapel  in  Langkawi,  a  small  Malaysian  island  off  the  north- 
west tip  of  Malaysia  on  the  Thai  border.  Among  the  52  attending 
the  ceremony  were  SMCers:  Peter's  sisters  Audrey  7T4  (Toronto) 
and  Martha  Devlin  8T3  (Vancouver);  Chris  Wheeler  8T7  (Dublin, 
Ireland);  Paul  Martin  8T8  (Montreal).  Other  guests  came  from 
Malaysia,  Taiwan,  the  United  States,  Australia,  Thailand,  and  New 
Zealand,   Peter  is  with  Ernst  &  Young  Tax  Consultants,  implementing 
the  GST  in  Malaysia;  Nitung  is  pursuing  her  MBA,  They  currently  live 
in  Kuala  Lumpur 


from  their  home  during  the  fires 
around  San  Diego.  They  are  thank- 
ful the  home  was  spared.  Anne 
also  reports  that  she  and  Dave  visit- 
ed France  and  adds  "thanks  to  my 
college  French,  I  translated  for  our 
7  friends  in  Provence."  She  is  look- 
ing forward  to  seeing  many  of  her 
SMC  fnends  at  the  Spnng  2008 
Reunion  when  she,  and  they  will 
celebrate  their  40*! 

Fr.  Tom  McKillop  5T0,  formerly 

resident  in  the  Cardinal  Flahiff 
Basilian  Centre,  has  taken  up 
residence  in  Providence  Health 
Centre,  also  in  Toronto. 

Bob  5T1  and  Sara  Mackin 
McLaughlin  6T1  have  moved 
to  a  new  home  in  Pittsford,  NY, 
and  proudly  report  the  March  '07 
birth  of  another  grandchild  (see 
entry  below.) 

Maura  McLaughlin-Turner  9T0 

and  her  husband,  Tom,  welcomed 
their  second  child,  Hugh,  2  March 
'07,  a  brother  for  Sean,  4.  They 
live  in  Dedham,  MA,  Maura  is  the 
Director  of  Communications  for 
Charlesbank  Capital  Partners, 
Boston. 

Most  Rev.  J.  Michael  Miller  CSB 

6T9  was  welcomed  as  Coadjutor 
Archbishop  at  a  Mass  in  Holy 
Rosary  Cathedral,  Vancouver,  BC, 
Many  of  the  laity  and  clergy  of 
Vancouver,  with  members  of  the 
Episcopate  from  across  Canada, 
joined  Most  Rev  Raymond  Roussin, 
SM,  Archbishop  of  Vancouver,  in 
the  Mass  of  welcome,  celebrated  in 
the  presence  of  the  representative 
of  the  Apostolic  Nuncio  to  Canada. 

Bill  Moreau  9T1  and  Diana 
Filippelli  were  married  20  May  '06 
in  St.  Clare  of  Assisi  Church, 
Woodbridge,  ON,  They  happily 


announce  the  recent  arrival  of  their 
first  child,  William  Liberino,  Bill 
continues  to  teach  Grade  6  in 
Owen  Public  School,  North  York, 
ON,  and  is  also  a  Sessional  Lecturer 
in  English  at  UofT  Scarborough,  Bill 
is  the  son  of  Bill  5T4  and  Angela 
Gardi  Moreau  5T4,  the  happy 
grandparents  of  William  Libenno! 

Maria  Mottola  8T1  is  Executive 
Director  of  the  New  York 
Foundation,  which,  she  reports, 
"is  one  of  the  oldest  foundations 
in  the  US,"  The  New  York 
Foundation  supports  groups  in 
NYC,  with  an  emphasis  on  making 
start-up  grants  to  new,  untested 
programs  that  have  few  other 
sources  of  support;  it  emphasizes 
community  organizing  and  advoca- 
cy work,  Maria  is  also  an  Adjunct 
Professor  at  the  Hunter  Graduate 
School  of  Urban  Affairs  and 
Planning,  She  received  a  Master's 
degree  in  Social  Work  from 
Fordham  University  in  1984  and 
now  lives  in  Brooklyn,  NY  with 
her  husband,  John  Loonam, 
Pnncipal  of  a  NYC  public  high 
school,  and  her  two  sons,  Joseph, 
an  eighth  grader  at  IS  30,  and 
John,  a  first-year  student  at 
Baird  College, 

Mariel  O'Neill-Karch  6T2  received 
the  Doctor  of  the  University  degree, 
honoris  causa,  from  the  University 
of  St,  Michael's  College  at  its  3 
November  Theology  Convocation. 
In  his  presentation  of  Mariel  for  the 
degree.  Prof.  Yves  Roberge,  acting 
Pnncipal  of  St.  Michael's  College, 
spoke  of  her  "profoundly  positive 
impact  on  an  impressive  number  of 
units  across  the  institution  [UofT] 
and  in  the  community  at  large", 
and  cited  among  her  many  accom- 
plishments: writer;  theatre  reviewer; 
colleague  and  mentor;  researcher 
and  teacher  in  19*  Century  French 
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John  Moore  8T4  and  Dawna  Gallagher  were  married  28  April  '07  in 
St,  Alban  the  Martyr  Anglican  Church  in  Ottawa,  ON,   John  received 
a  Master  of  Theological  Studies  from  Regis  College  in  the  Toronto 
School  of  Theology  and  for  several  years  worked  with  CCH 
Canadian  Ltd,   In  Ottawa,  he  does  freelance  writing  and  editing  for 
the  government  and  for  the  private  sector,  and  continues  to  write 
plays,  one  of  which  was  staged  in  2000.    Dawna  has  degrees  in 
Fine  Arts  from  the  Nova  Scotia  College  of  Art  and  Design,  a  Master 
of  Arts  in  History  from  Carleton  University  and  is  working  on  a  PhD 
in  History  at  the  University  of  Ottawa,  Attending  the  wedding  were 
SMCers:  John's  brother  Patrick  Moore  8T6  with  his  wife,  Tom,  and 
their  two  sons;  Paul  Jennings  8T3;  Mark  8T6  and  Margaretha 
Van  Heswyk  Lacy  8T5;  Joe  Vinski  8T5. 


literature,  Quebec  literature  and 
Franco-Ontarian  theatre  and  semi- 
otics, author  of  2  books,  and  more 
than  45  scholarly  articles;  Associate 
Chair  of  the  UofT  French 
Department,  Acting  Principal  of  St, 
Michael's  College;  Associate  Dean, 
Humanities,  in  the  UofT  Faculty  of 
Arts  &  Science;  Pnncipal, 
Woodsworth  College.  A  recognition 
well  deserved!  (See  also  p,  29.) 

Fred  Owens  6T8  lives  in  the  Skagit 
Valley  in  Washington  State.  In  the 
past  years,  his  journalism  and  land- 
scape work  have  taken  him  far  and 
wide.  He  continues  those  activities 
now  in  the  Skagit  Valley,  publishing 
his  "Frog  Hospital"  newsletter  by 
email  and  blog  (froghospital91 1@ 
gmail.com,  and  froghospital91 1 . 
blogspot.com).  Son  Eugene  has  a 
Master's  degree  in  Library  Science 
and  is  reference  libranan  at  Oberlin 
College,  Ohio;  daughter  Eva  is  a 
fund-raiser  for  a  non-profit  organi- 
zation in  Austin,  TX. 


Fr.  Ulysse  ("Bud")  Pare  CSB  5T8, 

following  two  terms  as  Superior 
General  of  the  Basilian  Fathers, 
served  as  President  of  Assumption 
University  (affiliated  with  the 
University  of  Windsor),  where  he 
founded  the  Institute  for  Pastoral 
and  Education  Ministry  and  where 
he  continues  to  teach.  He  was  a 
member  and  also  Chair  of  the 
University  of  Windsor  Board  of 
Governors.  On  17  October,  Fr  Pare 
received  the  University  of  Windsor's 
Clark  Award.  The  university's  high- 
est award,  it  recognizes  individuals 
who,  by  their  outstanding  personal 
service,  have  made  significant  com- 
mitments in  time,  energy  and 
expertise  to  the  University,  or  have 
worked  extensively  to  increase  its 
profile  and  reputation. 

Laura  Kelly  Robb  7T2  and  her 

husband,  Paul,  live  in  Vaughan, 
WA.  After  holding  administrative 
positions  in  the  business  sector,  she 
received  a  teaching  certificate  from 


the  University  of  Washington  and 
until  2007  taught  high  school 
Spanish,  Her  daughter  is  a  police 
dispatcher,  and  her  son  is  pursuing 
a  PhD  in  Policitcal  Science  at  the 
University  of  Kentucky,  Laura  has 
written  screenplays,  two  novels  and 
IS  working  on  a  third.  They  are  as 
yet  unpublished,  but  this  does  not 
phase  her  She  writes  that  she  is 
doing  what  she  likes  to  do  and 
adds,  "The  silver  lining  is  that  it  is 
like  studying  ballet — I  may  never 
learn  to  do  a  leap,  but  the  trying 
makes  me  appreciate  those  who 
can."  (A  touch  of  Washington  wis- 
dom! Ed.) 

Dr.  Leslie  Sanders  6T6  is 

Coordinator,  Atkinson  Writing 
Programs,  School  of  Arts  and 
Science,  Atkinson  Faculty  of  Liberal 
and  Professional  Studies,  York 
University,  Toronto, 

Bruno  914  and  Nicolina  Custoza 
Scanga  9T6  celebrated  their  10**^ 
wedding  anniversary  in  '07  with 
their  three  children,  Emilia,  8, 
Anthony,  6,  and  Alexandra,  4 
After  ten  years  as  a  speech  thera- 
pist, Nicolina  completed  a  teaching 
degree  and  is  now  with  the  PVNC 
Catholic  District  School  Board. 
Bruno  is  a  Senior  Project  Manager 
with  the  Canadian  Impenal  Bank  of 
Commerce.  The  Scangas  live  in 
Courtice,  ON. 

Jessica  Selzer  0T5  resides  in 
Vancouver,  BC,  where  she  recently 
launched,  with  a  following  book- 
signing  event.  Do  IT  Afraid,  pub- 
lished by  DaySprings  Publishing. 
Her  book  is  an  account  of  her  UofT 
year-long  Study  Abroad  experiences 
in  Auckland,  New  Zealand  and  was 
written,  in  her  words,  "to  inspire 
young  people  to  participate  on  pro- 
grams such  as  this  one."  Jessica 
also  reports,  "I  have  been  in  con- 
tact with  both  SFU  and  UBC  [Simon 
Eraser  University  and  University  of 
British  Columbia]  who  are  excited 


to  have  me  speak  to  their  potential 
and  current  Go  Global  students  on 
their  programs  and  my  book." 
While  an  undergraduate,  Jessica 
worked  on  the  publication  of  mate- 
rial conneaed  with  the  UofT's  Near 
&  Middle  Eastern  Civilizations 
Department's  North  Abydos  Cultic 
Zone  Project  in  Egypt.  (For  further 
information:  www.do-it- 
afraid.com) 

Krista  Slade  9T3  has  been 
appointed  to  the  newly  created 
position  of  Executive  Director  CASE 

Asian-Pacific  for  Asia,  Australia,  and 
New  Zealand.  Through  various 
educational  and  training  programs 
for  alumni  relations  professionals, 
CASE  (Council  for  Advancement 
and  Support  of  Education),  an 
international  association  headquar- 
tered in  Washington,  DC,  provides 
support  for  over  3,300  institutions 
(colleges,  universities,  schools).  For 
over  a  decade,  Krista  has  been  an 
alumni  relations  and  fundraising 
professional  in  the  Asia-Pacific 
region,  first  serving  as  the  founding 
Executive  Director  of  the  UofT's 
Hong  Kong  Foundation  and  facili- 
tating the  University's  alumni, 
fundraising  and  student  recruitment 
activities  in  japan.  South  Korea, 
China,  Thailand,  Singapore  and 
Malaysia,  and  then  serving  as  senior 
strategic  advisor  for  advancement 
on  the  staff  of  the  Vice-Chancellor 
of  the  University  of  Melbourne, 
The  President  of  CASE  stated  that 
Krista  "is  the  ideal  person  to  lead 
the  way"  in  its  new  work  for  insti- 
tutions in  the  region. 

Hon.  Edward  Then  6T6,  formerly 

Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Ontano,  was  sworn  in  on  14 
November  '07  as  the  Regional 
Senior  Judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  Justice  in  the  Toronto 
Region,  the  third  largest  Region  of 
the  Superior  Court  in  Canada.  The 
appointment  was  announced  12 
October  '07  by  the  Hon.  Rob 
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REST  IN  PEACE 


In  Memoriam 


Peggy  Ryan  Williams  6T8,  after  eleven  years  as  the  seventh,  and  first  woman,  President  of  Ithaca 
College,  is  retiring  at  the  end  of  this  school  year.  Holding  an  EdD  from  Harvard  University,  Peggy  has 
served  in  several  educational  institutions,  including  eight  years  as  President  of  Lyndon  State  College, 
Lyndonville,  VT.  The  College's  magazine  and  local  newspapers  published  very  appreciative  articles  praising 
her  administrative  style,  outlining  the  many  positive  developments  that  have  taken  place  at  the  College 
during  her  presidency,  and  noted  her  many  contributions  to  the  broader  community.  Throughout  her 
presidency,  Ithaca  College  ranked  in  the  top  ten  of  the  U.S.  News  &  World  Reports  "America's  Best 
Colleges".  The  Chairman  of  the  Ithaca  College  Board  summed  it  up,  "Peggy  has  provided  Ithaca  College 
with  outstanding  leadership... It  would  be  impossible  to  list  all  of  her  accomplishments."   Peggy  and  her 
husband,  David,  had  time  to  host  a  "St.  Michael's  Reunion  at  Ithaca  College"  last  September  for  some  of 
her  classmates  of  6T8,  their  spouses  and  friends.  Pictured  in  the  photo  of  "the  event"  are:  Jane  Lavery 
and  John  Newall;  Tim  and  Mare  Schlueter  O'Bnen;  Bill  Evans  and  Carol  Brownstein;  John  Moore  and 
Elaine  MacDougall,  Rick  and  Pat  Conway  Hayward;  Pat  Kelly  McGee;  Ed  and  Ann  Kerwin;  Dean  and  Pam 
Higgins,  Host  and  Hostess  David  and  Peggy  Ryan  Williams  (front  row,  2'^'^  and  3''^  from  left).   Marshall 
and  Marie-Elena  Barresi  Deeney  had  to  leave  before  the  photo  was  taken.  Although  she  has  not  indicated 
what  her  specific  future  career  plans  are,  Peggy  has  accepted  the  invitation  to  join  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
St.  Michael's  College  in  Colchester,  VT,  for  a  three-year  term. 


Nicholson,  MP  for  Niagara  Falls, 
ON,  Minister  of  Justice  and 
Attorney  General  of  Canada  Ed 
and  his  wife,  Bonita  Miller  Then 
6T9,  live  in  Toronto  and  have  two 
daughters.  Amy  and  Lindsay 
Bonita  IS  CEO  of  the  Canadian- 
owned  Specialty  Food  Group,  cen- 
tred in  Newport  News,  VA.  Amy 
graduated  from  SMC/UofT  in 
2001,  received  her  LLB  from  the 
'  University  of  Ottawa,  has  been 
I  called  to  the  Ontario  Bar  and  is 
;  completing  an  LLM  degree  at  the 
'  University  of  Ottawa.   Lindsay  is 
•  taking  courses  in  the  St.  Michael's 
;  Celtic  Studies  program  as  she 
:  completes  her  BA  at  the  UofT 


Matthew  9T6  and  Wendy 
Thompson-McGuire  9T7  live  in 
Whitby  ON  and  write  that  since 
their  last  submission  some  years 
ago,  they  "have  expanded  the 
family  to  three  wonderful  children 
Jonas,  7,  Brianna,  4,  and  Aidan, 
2,5,  keep  both  parents  busy" 
Wendy  continues  to  work  at  home 
and  part  time  in  Pharmacy; 
Mathew  continues  to  work  and 
move  within  Canadian  Tire 
Corporation, 

Catherine  Verkuyl  8T3  and  her 

1 6-year-old  son  Marc  live  on 
Vancouver  Island,  BC,  where  she  is 
a  Waldorf  School  teacher  Catherine 


reports,  she  recently  completed 
taking  her  class  from  Grade  1  to  6. 

Rick  Voell  8T1  (MA  Theology)  is 

Chairman  of  the  Theology  Dept.  at 
St.  Lawrence  Seminary  High  School 
in  Mount  Calvary,  Wl,  USA.  He  was 
featured  in  the  Fond  du  Lac  Reporter 
for  his  work  as  leader  of  the  school's 
service  ministry  program  which 
involves  students  in  voluntary  min- 
istry to  the  needy  Rick  and  his  wife, 
Carol,  have  been  involved  in  the 
Fond  du  Lac  community  for  several 
years  and  have  worked  in  numerous 
capacities  in  St.  Mary's  parish.  They 
have  raised  four  children  and  provid- 
ed foster  care  for  many  others. 
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Donated  by 

Louis  L  Odette  in  1996, 

Canadian  sculptor  Joe  Rosenthal's 

bronze  Neighbours  (1991)  sits  under  the 

tree  behind  PIMS 


ART  ON  CAMPUS 

Lazy 

By  Pier  Giorgio  di  Cicco 

it  might  be  good  to  be  lazy 

in  a  town  that  is  busy. 

it  might  be  good  to  do  nothing 

to  let  something  happen. 

to  not  make  a  project  of  everything. 

to  be  lazy  about  consciousness-raising, 
and  raising  awareness 

about  buying  what  the  billboards  tell  you  to  eat 
to  be  lazy  about  Utopia 
and  the  latest  software 

to  be,  in  short,  ft'ee  from  the  industry 
of  your  life,  to  let  consciousness  of  other  things 
be  itself,  and  visit  you,  and  ask  you  to  come  in 
L        without  a  strategy. 

for  the  world  does  not  need  your  strategy; 
it  needs  an  easy-going  breath, 
it  needs  a  sigh  that  adds  to  the  atmosphere 
of  care-free,  like  stars  and  planets, 

it  needs  the  inspiration  of  vour 
on-going  gaze,  your  wonder, 

in  a  town  that  is  busy, 
that  begs  to  luxuriate 
in  the  time  it  doesn't  have; 

it  might  be  good  to  be  lazy, 
to  remember  the  work  of  creation, 

with  all  the  time  in  the  world, 
when  you  were  a  citizen 
of  what  looked  after  you. 

Pier  Giorgio  Di  Cicco  is  Poet  Laureate  ofTorotito 
and  a  Goggio  Visiting  Professor  in  Italian  Studies 
at  SMC.  He  has  published  close  to  20  books 
of  poetry  and  is  the  author  of  Municipal  Mind: 
Manifestos  for  the  Creative  City, 
published  by  Mansfield  Press,  Toronto  2007 
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